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Support for Stem Cell Research Grows; Opposition to Cloning
Continues; Pluralism in Views about Origins of Biological Life

Support for embryonic stem cell research continues to grow, while opposition to human
cloning is still strong, according to a new nationwide survey conducted by Virginia
Commonwealth University. There are varied opinions about the origin of biological life and
about the theories of life’s origin that should be taught in public schools. Americans continue to
see clear benefits to society from new developments in science and medicine. The VCU Life
Sciences Survey was conducted by telephone with 1002 adults nationwide, September 14-29,
2005. The margin of error for the poll is plus or minus 3 percentage points. This is the fifth
annual VCU Life Sciences Survey conducted for VCU Life Sciences by the VCU Center for
Public Policy through its Survey and Evaluation Research Laboratory (SERL).

Includes:

* More Americans Favor Embryonic Stem Cell Research; But See More Promise in
Research Using Other Sources of Stem Cells

* Most Americans Support Use of Embryonic Stem Cells to Treat Certain Medical
Conditions for Themselvcs or Family Members

*  Objections to Human Cloning Remain, with Caveats

* No Strong Consensus on the Origin of Biological Life; Many Americans Favor Pluralistic
Approach to Teaching about Origin of Life in Public Schools

* (lear Benefits of Science to Society Along with Some Ambivalence

* High Interest in Scientific and Medical Discoveries

Survey highlights:

More Americans Favor Embryonic Stem Cell Research; But See More Promise in
Research Using Other Sources of Stem Cells

*  QOverall, a majority of Americans—58 percent—now strongly or somewhat favor
embryonic stem cell research, up from 53 percent in the 2004 survey and 47 percent in
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the 2003 survey. Now, only 32 percent strongly or somewhat oppose embryonic stem cell
research, down from 36 percent in the 2004 survey and 44 percent in the 2003 survey.
Views on embryonic stem cell research continue to be related to views on abortion and
religion.

Even with a greater number of Americans saying they support embryonic stem cell
research, only 14 percent believe that embryonic stem cell research holds the greatest
promise for discovering new treatments for disease, compared to other types of stem cell
research. Thirty-seven percent believe that research using stem cells from other sources,
such as an umbilical cord, holds the greatest promise, while 7 percent feel that research
using adult stem cells holds the greatest promise for disease treatment.

Most Americans Support Use of Stem Cells to Treat Certain Medical Conditions for
Themselvces or Family Members

When asked if they would support the use of embryonic stem cells in order to pursue
treatment for themselves or family members afflicted with a condition such as
Parkinson’s Disease or a spinal cord injury, 68 percent said they would, and 17 percent
said they would not.

Objections to Human Cloning Remain, with Caveats

The idea of human cloning continues to elicit strong opposition among the American
public. Eighty-one percent are either somewhat or strongly opposed to human cloning
and most of these are strongly opposed to it. Just 15 percent favor human cloning. These
numbers are slightly different than those in the 2004 survey, when 83 percent were
opposed to human cloning and 13 percent were in favor, but the difference between last
year’s results and this year’s results is not statistically significant.

Less opposition is found for human cloning if it is limited to research for the treatment of
disease. This year, 51 percent of those surveyed were opposed to human cloning if it is
limited to research for the treatment of disease, and 43 percent are in favor. In the 2004
survey, 56 percent were opposed, while 42 percent were in favor, and in 2003, 48 percent
were opposed and 50 percent were in favor. The drop from 56 percent opposed in 2004 to
51 percent opposed this year is mainly due to an increase in the number of “don’t know”
responses this year.

If human cloning technology is used to create stem cells for human therapeutic purposes,
opposition to cloning increases; 59 percent are opposed to human cloning under these
circumstances and 34 percent are in favor. Sixty-eight percent of Americans are either
very or somewhat concerned that the use of human cloning technology to create stem
cells for human therapeutic purposes will lead to a greater chance of human reproductive
cloning.






