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Opinions Shifting on Stem Cell Research;  

Opposition to Cloning Continues  
 

Overall support for embryonic stem cell research has declined slightly between 2005 and 
2006, but more Americans see promise in research using embryonic and adult stem cells. Overall 
opposition to human cloning is still strong, but declining among Americans who consider 
themselves clear on the difference between therapeutic and reproductive cloning. These results 
are part of a new nationwide survey conducted by Virginia Commonwealth University. The VCU 
Life Sciences Survey was conducted by telephone with 1000 adults nationwide, November 7-21, 
2006. The margin of error for the poll is plus or minus 3 percentage points. This is the sixth 
annual VCU Life Sciences Survey, conducted for VCU Life Sciences and the VCU College of 
Humanities and Sciences by the VCU Center for Public Policy through its Survey and Evaluation 
Research Laboratory (SERL).  

Includes:  
 On the Whole, Fewer Americans Support Embryonic Stem Cell Research; More People 

See Promise in Research Using Embryonic and Adult Stem Cells 
 Most Americans Continue to Support Use of Embryonic Stem Cells to Treat Certain 

Medical Conditions for Themselves or Family Members 
 Objections to Human Cloning Remain, with Caveats 
 Clear Benefits of Science to Society Along with Some Ambivalence 
 High Interest in Scientific and Medical Discoveries 

 
Survey highlights:  
 
On the Whole, Fewer Americans Support Embryonic Stem Cell Research; More People 
See Promise in Research Using Embryonic and Adult Stem Cells 
 

 54 percent of Americans now strongly or somewhat favor embryonic stem cell research, 
down from 58 percent in the 2005 survey. Now, 37 percent strongly or somewhat oppose 
embryonic stem cell research, up from 32 percent in the 2005 survey. Views on 
embryonic stem cell research continue to be related to views on abortion and religion. 

 25 percent said that research using stem cells from other sources held the greatest promise 
for discovering new treatments for disease, compared to 37 percent in 2005. Embryonic 
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stem research was indicated by 22 percent of the respondents, up from 14 percent in 
2005. 17 percent believed that adult stem cell research offered the greatest promise, up 
from 7 percent in 2005.  

 
Most Americans Continue to Support Use of Stem Cells to Treat Certain Medical 
Conditions for Themselvcs or Family Members 
 

 When asked if they would support the use of embryonic stem cells in order to pursue 
treatment for themselves or family members afflicted with a condition such as 
Parkinson’s Disease or a spinal cord injury, 70 percent said they would support the use of 
embryonic stem cells, compared to 68 percent in 2005. 21 percent said they would not 
support the use of embryonic stem cells to treat these conditions, compared to 17 percent 
in 2005. 

 
Objections to Human Cloning Remain, with Caveats 
 

 Human cloning continues to elicit significant opposition among the American public, but 
there has been a slight softening of that opposition over the past three years. 79 percent 
are either somewhat or strongly opposed to human cloning. In 2005, 81 percent were 
either somewhat or strongly opposed to human cloning and in 2004, 83 percent were 
opposed. 17 percent currently favor cloning in humans, compared to 15 percent in the 
2005 survey and 13 percent in 2004.  

 Among those who are unclear about the difference between therapeutic and reproductive 
cloning, 63 percent strongly oppose cloning, compared to 65 percent in 2005 and 66 
percent in the 2004 survey. Among those who identify themselves as clear about the 
difference between therapeutic and reproductive cloning, 55 percent strongly oppose 
cloning, down from 60 percent in 2005 and 67 percent in the 2004 survey.   

 Americans, in a slight majority, are also still opposed to cloning even if it is limited to 
helping develop new treatments for disease. 45 percent are in favor of cloning if used 
only to help medical research in this way, while 51 percent are opposed.  In the 2005 
survey, 43 percent favored cloning when it is limited to helping develop new treatments 
for disease and 51 percent were opposed. In 2004, the percentages were 42 percent and 
56 percent, respectively.  

 If human cloning technology is used to create stem cells for human therapeutic purposes, 
opposition to cloning increases; 35 percent favored cloning under these conditions and 57 
percent were opposed. In 2005, 34 percent favored cloning under these conditions and 59 
percent were opposed. These percentage changes over a single year are within the margin 
of error for the survey and would not be considered significant. 

 68 percent of Americans are either very or somewhat concerned that the use of human 
cloning technology to create stem cells for human therapeutic purposes will lead to a 
greater chance of human reproductive cloning—a percentage result that is the same as in 
2005. 
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Clear Benefits of Science to Society with Some Ambivalence 
 

 87 percent of Americans report that developments in science have helped to make society 
better and 88 percent say this about new technology as well. 90 percent agree that 
scientific research is essential for improving the quality of human lives, and 90 percent 
agree that new technology in medicine allows people to live longer and better.  

 56 percent agree that scientific research doesn’t pay enough attention to the moral values 
of society and 51 percent say that scientific research has created as many problems for 
society as solutions. This ambivalence about science is in keeping with results from five 
previous VCU Life Sciences Surveys. 

 
High Interest in Scientific and Medical Discoveries 
 

 47 percent of Americans say they have “a lot” of interest in new scientific discoveries, 
and 51 percent have a lot of interest in new medical discoveries. However, only 10 
percent of Americans believe they are very informed about new scientific discoveries and 
13 percent feel they are very informed about new medical discoveries, even though 63 
percent say that they regularly pay attention to news reports about developments in 
science. 
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Public Opinion on Science and Biotechnology 

 

On the Whole, Fewer Americans Support Embryonic Stem Cell Research; More People See 
Promise in Research Using Embryonic and Adult Stem Cells 
 

General Attitudes toward Stem Cell Research: Most Americans—59 percent—say they are either 

very clear or somewhat clear on the difference between stem cells that come from human 

embryos; stem cells that come from adults; and stem cells that come from other sources, such as 

an umbilical cord. However, this percentage has declined compared to the response in the 2005 

VCU Life Sciences Survey, when 66 percent said they were either very clear or somewhat clear. 

Thirty-nine percent are either not very clear or not at all clear, up from 32 percent in the 2005 

survey.  

Opinion about the use of stem cells from human embryos for medical research has 

continued to change, compared to past VCU Life Sciences Survey results. Overall, 54 percent of 

Americans now strongly or somewhat favor embryonic stem cell research, down from 58 percent 

in the 2005 survey. Now, 37 percent strongly or somewhat oppose embryonic stem cell research, 

up from 32 percent in the 2005 survey. 

Among those who identify themselves as very clear or somewhat clear about the 

difference between various types of stem cells, 62 percent strongly or somewhat favor embryonic 

stem cell research, down from 67 percent in 2005. Thirty-six percent are either strongly or 

somewhat opposed, up from 30 percent in 2005. Among those who are not very or not at all clear 

about the difference between the various types of stem cells, the results are not significantly 

different from 2005; 44 percent now strongly or somewhat favor embryonic stem cell research, 

compared to 42 percent in 2005, while 39 percent are strongly or somewhat opposed, compared 

to 37 percent in 2005. 

 

Opinions About the Prospects for Stem Cell Research: The most significant difference in the 

survey results between 2005 and 2006 was in the opinions people had about which type of stem 

cell research offered the greatest promise for discovering new treatments for disease.  This year, 

there was a significant shift away from research using stem cells from other sources, such as an 
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umbilical cord. This result was accompanied by increasing numbers of people who felt that 

embryonic stem cell research and adult stem cell research offered the greatest promise.  

Overall, 25 percent said that research using stem cells from other sources held the 

greatest promise, compared to 37 percent in 2005. Embryonic stem research was indicated by 22 

percent of the respondents, up from 14 percent in 2005. Seventeen percent believed that adult 

stem cell research offered the greatest promise, up from 7 percent in 2005. Four percent felt that 

all three types of stem cell research had equal promise, and another 27 percent of the respondents 

said they simply did not know. 

Among those who identify themselves as very clear or somewhat clear about the 

difference between various types of stem cells, 24 percent felt that research using stem cells from 

other sources, such as an umbilical cord, held the greatest promise, a significant decline from the 

43 percent who felt that way in 2005. Thirty-two percent believed that embryonic stem cell 

research had the greatest promise, up significantly from 19 percent in 2005. Twenty percent said 

that adult stem cell research had the greatest promise, a substantial increase from 7 percent in 

2005. 

Among those who identify themselves as not very clear or not at all clear about the 

difference between various types of stem cells, 42 percent said they did not know which type of 

stem cell research held the greatest promise for discovering new disease treatments. Twenty-

seven percent felt that research using stem cells from other sources, such as an umbilical cord, 

held the greatest promise, compared to 24 percent in 2005. Seven percent believed that 

embryonic stem cell research had the greatest promise, compared to 5 percent in 2005. Thirteen 

percent said that adult stem cell research had the greatest promise, up from 7 percent in 2005.  

 

Relationship Between Views on Stem Cell Research and Views on Abortion: Opinion about 

embryonic stem cell research is still closely aligned with views on abortion. The biggest change 

compared to last year occurs among people who feel abortion should be illegal in all 

circumstances. Seventy-seven percent of these people oppose research using stem cells from 

human embryos compared to 18 percent in favor. These percentages were 64 percent and 17 

percent, respectively, in 2005. The results show a corresponding reduction in the number of 

“don’t know” and “no answer” responses between 2005 and 2006. In other words, people who 
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feel abortion should always be illegal are more likely to express a definite negative view toward 

embryonic stem cell research this year.  

By contrast, those who feel abortion should always be legal are in favor of stem cell 

research by a 76 to 17 percent majority, similar to the 77 to 16 percent spread in 2005. Among 

people who believe that abortion should sometimes be legal, 50 percent favor stem cell research 

and 42 percent are opposed, compared to the 53 percent in favor and 38 percent opposed in 2005.   

 
 

On the 
whole, how 
much do 
you favor or 
oppose 
medical 
research 
that uses 
stem cells 
from human 
embryos…? 

All  
U.S. 

Abortion Should Always be 
Illegal 

Abortion Should  Sometimes  
be Legal 

Abortion Should Always be 
Legal 

 06 05 04 03 06 05 04 03 06 05 04 03 06 05 04 03 

Strongly or 
Somewhat 
Favor 

54% 58% 53% 47% 18% 17% 21% 22% 50% 53% 52% 41% 76% 77% 74% 64% 

Strongly or 
Somewhat 
Oppose 

37% 32% 36% 44% 77% 64% 68% 73% 42% 38% 38% 48% 17% 16% 17% 26% 

 

 

Most Americans Continue to Support Use of Stem Cells to Treat Certain Medical 
Conditions for Themselvcs or Family Members 
 

Even though on the whole, fewer respondents favored embryonic stem cell research than 

in 2005, respondents still support the use of embryonic stem cells in order to treat themselves or 

a family member for a condition such as Parkinson’s Disease or a spinal cord injury. Seventy 

percent said they would support the use of embryonic stem cells to treat these types of 

conditions, compared to 68 percent in 2005. Twenty-one percent said they would not support the 

use of embryonic stem cells to treat these conditions, compared to 17 percent in 2005. 

Among those who identify themselves as very clear or somewhat clear about the 

difference between various types of stem cells, 72 percent said they would support the use of 

embryonic stem cell research in these circumstances, with 24 percent opposed. The percentages 

in 2005 were 73 percent and 18 percent, respectively. Among those who are not very or not at all 
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clear about the difference between the various types of stem cells, 68 percent said they would 

support the use of embryonic stem cell research in these circumstances, compared to 63 percent 

in 2005. Seventeen percent were opposed, compared to 14 percent in 2005. 

 
Objections to Human Cloning Remain, With Caveats 
 

General Attitudes toward Human Cloning: Seven in ten Americans—70 percent—say that they 

are not very clear or not at all clear on the difference between human reproductive cloning and 

human therapeutic cloning. Twenty-nine percent are either very clear or somewhat clear. This 

lack of clarity in the minds of Americans has increased somewhat over the past three years. For 

example, in the 2005 survey, 67 percent were either not very clear or not at all clear, while 33 

percent were either very clear or somewhat clear. In the 2004 survey, 64 percent were either not 

very clear or not at all clear, while 34 percent were either very clear or somewhat clear. 

In general, human cloning continues to elicit significant opposition among the American 

public, but there has been a slight softening of that opposition over the past three years. Seventy-

nine percent are either somewhat or strongly opposed to human cloning and 60 percent are 

strongly opposed. In 2005, 81 percent were either somewhat or strongly opposed to human 

cloning and 63 percent were strongly opposed. In the 2004 survey, 83 percent were opposed and 

66 percent were strongly opposed. Seventeen percent currently favor cloning in humans, 

compared to 15 percent in the 2005 survey and 13 percent in 2004.  

Among those who are not very or not at all clear about the difference between therapeutic 

and reproductive cloning, 63 percent strongly oppose cloning, compared to 65 percent in 2005 

and 66 percent in the 2004 survey. Among those who identify themselves as very clear or 

somewhat clear about the difference between therapeutic and reproductive cloning, 55 percent 

strongly oppose cloning, down from 60 percent in 2005 and 67 percent in the 2004 survey.   

Although opposition to human cloning comes from people of all demographic groups, 

certain subgroups of the population are less strongly opposed than others. For example, while 67 

percent of females are strongly opposed to human cloning, only 53 percent of males are strongly 

opposed. Fifty-one percent of adults aged 18 to 29 are strongly opposed to human cloning, 

compared to 62 percent of those aged 30 to 44, 63 percent of those in the 45 to 64 year old age 

bracket, and 63 percent of those aged 65 and older.  Forty-eight percent of people who say that 

religion is not an important part of their life are strongly opposed to human cloning, compared to 
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74 percent of people who say that religious beliefs provide a great deal of guidance for their day-

to-day living. 

 

If Cloning Is Limited to Developing Treatments for Disease: A slight majority of Americans are 

also still opposed to cloning even if it is limited to helping develop new treatments for disease. 

Less than half—45 percent—are either strongly or somewhat in favor of cloning if used only to 

help medical research in this way, while 51 percent are strongly or somewhat opposed.  In the 

2005 survey, 43 percent favored cloning when it is limited to helping develop new treatments for 

disease and 51 percent were opposed. In 2004, the percentages were 42 percent and 56 percent, 

respectively.  

The decline in the percentage of respondents opposed between 2004 and 2005 was due 

mainly to an increase in the number of “don’t know” responses in 2005. Similarly, the increase in 

the number of respondents favoring therapeutic cloning between 2005 and 2006 is accounted for 

by a reduction in “don’t knows” in 2006. 

Those who consider themselves clear about the differences between therapeutic and 

reproductive cloning were also divided. Forty-nine percent of this group are strongly or 

somewhat in favor of human cloning that is limited to helping develop new treatments for 

disease, compared to 52 percent in 2005 and 44 percent in 2004. Forty-eight percent are now 

opposed to human cloning under these conditions, compared to 46 percent in 2005 and 54 

percent in 2004. Among the people who are not clear about the difference between therapeutic 

and reproductive cloning, 43 percent are in favor of human cloning if it is limited to helping 

develop new treatments for disease, and 52 percent are opposed. 

  

If Cloning Is Used to Create Human Embryos Providing Stem Cells for Therapeutic Purposes: In 

both 2005 and 2006, respondents were asked specifically if they would favor using human 

cloning technology if it is used to create human embryos that will provide stem cells for human 

therapeutic purposes. Thirty-five percent favored cloning under these conditions and 57 percent 

were opposed. In 2005, 34 percent favored cloning under these conditions and 59 percent were 

opposed. These percentage changes over a single year are within the margin of error for the 

survey and would not be considered significant. 
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Among those who are clear about the differences between therapeutic and reproductive 

cloning, 52 percent are opposed to human cloning technology if it is used to create human 

embryos that will provide stem cells for human therapeutic purposes, an identical result to 2005. 

Forty-five percent are in favor of using human cloning technology in this way, compared to 44 

percent in 2005. Among those who are unclear about the differences between therapeutic and 

reproductive cloning, 59 percent are opposed, compared to 62 percent in 2005. 

 

Concern about Increased Chance of Human Reproductive Cloning: This year and in 2005, 

respondents were asked how concerned they were that the use of human cloning technology to 

create stem cells for human therapeutic purposes will lead to a greater chance of human 

reproductive cloning. In both years, Two-thirds (68 percent) of the respondents said that they 

were either very or somewhat concerned. 

Among those who are clear about the differences between therapeutic and reproductive 

cloning, 68 percent are either very or somewhat concerned, while 30 percent are not too 

concerned or not at all concerned. Among those who are not very or not at all clear about the 

differences between therapeutic and reproductive cloning, 68 percent are either very or 

somewhat concerned, while 27 percent are not too concerned or not at all concerned.  

 

Clear Benefits of Science to Society Along with Some Ambivalence 

 

Americans continue to agree that science and technology have helped make society 

better. Eighty-seven percent report that developments in science have helped to make society 

better and 88 percent say this about new technology as well. These figures have remained fairly 

steady over the five years of VCU Life Sciences Surveys. Similarly, there is widespread 

agreement that scientific research is essential for improving the quality of human lives. Sixty 

percent strongly agree and 30 percent somewhat agree with this idea. Sixty-one percent strongly 

agree that new technology in medicine allows people to live longer and better while another 29 

percent somewhat agree.  
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 Strongly or 
Somewhat 

Agree 

Strongly or 
Somewhat 
Disagree 

“Scientific research is essential for improving the quality of human 
lives.” 

90% 8% 

“New technology used in medicine allows people to live longer and 
better.” 

90% 9% 

 

While Americans strongly endorse the societal benefits of science, they also express 

ambivalence about the role of science in society. Almost six in ten (56 percent) agree that 

scientific research doesn’t pay enough attention to the moral values of society and 51 percent say 

that scientific research has created as many problems for society as solutions. This ambivalence 

about science is in keeping with results from five previous VCU Life Sciences Surveys. 

 

 Strongly or 
Somewhat 

Agree 

Strongly or 
Somewhat 
Disagree 

 
“Scientific research these days doesn’t pay enough attention to the 
moral values of society.” 

 
56% 

 
40% 

“Scientific research has created as many problems for society as it has 
solutions.” 

51% 45% 

 
 

High Interest, but Low Knowledge about Science 

 
 As was the case in 2005, better than four in ten Americans today—47 percent—express 

a lot of interest in new scientific developments. Similarly, 51 percent have a lot of interest in new 

medical discoveries. Sixty-three percent say that they regularly pay attention to news about 

developments in science.  

Despite these high levels of professed interest in science, just 10 percent consider 

themselves very informed when it comes to scientific discoveries and 13 percent say the same 

about medical discoveries. The majority consider themselves to be, at best, somewhat informed 

about new developments in science and medicine with a smaller portion saying they are not very 

or not at all informed.  
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METHOD OF THE VCU LIFE SCIENCES SURVEY 

 
The VCU Life Sciences Survey is a public opinion survey of U.S. residents about issues 

in science and medicine. The survey was conducted by telephone from November 7 through 

November 21, 2006 with a randomly-selected sample of 1000 adults living in the continental 

United States. The survey was jointly sponsored by VCU’s College of Humanities and Sciences 

and VCU Life Sciences, Virginia Commonwealth University’s matrix academic organization that 

integrates the campuses around the life sciences. The survey questions were developed jointly by 

VCU Life Sciences and by personnel from the Survey and Evaluation Research Laboratory 

(SERL), a division of the VCU Center for Public Policy at Virginia Commonwealth University. 

The interviewing was conducted through the facilities of SRBI, a New York-based marketing 

research and polling company, utilizing a staff of professionally trained, paid interviewers using 

computer-assisted telephone interviewing software.  

The sample of telephone numbers was designed so that all residential telephones, 

including new and unlisted numbers, had a known chance of inclusion. Pre-notification letters 

were sent to the potential respondents using publicly available address information before 

telephone interviews were conducted. Using American Association of Public Opinion Research 

(AAPOR) response rate calculations, interviews were obtained with respondents in 26% of the 

known or assumed residential households in the sample.  

The data are weighted to adjust for unequal probabilities of selection due to multiple 

telephone lines and multiple adults living in the household. In addition, the data are weighted on 

sex, race, age, education and region of residence to reflect the demographic composition of the 

adult population in the U.S. Percentages reported in the text and tables are weighted, while the 

number of cases shown in the tables for various subgroups is the actual number of respondents.  

Questions answered by the full sample of adults are subject to a sampling error of plus or 

minus approximately 3 percentage points at the 95 percent level of confidence. This means that 

in 95 out of 100 samples like the one used here, the results obtained should be no more than 3 

percentage points above or below the figure that would be obtained by interviewing all U. S. 

residents with telephones. Where the answers of subgroups are reported, the sampling error 

would be higher. Because of non-response (refusals to participate, etc.), standard calculations of 

sampling error are apt to understate the actual extent to which survey results are at variance with 
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the true population values. Surveys are also subject to errors from sources other than sampling. 

While every effort is made to identify such errors, they are often difficult or impossible to 

measure. Readers making use of the results are urged to be mindful of the limitations inherent in 

survey research.  

More information on the survey method is available from the director of the survey, Dr. 

David Urban, at (804) 828-2189 or djurban@vcu.edu. This report, along with tables of results by 

selected subgroups is available on the Web at:  

http://www.vcu.edu/lifesci/centers/cen_lse_surveys.html. 

Results from the 2001 through 2005 VCU Life Sciences Surveys are also available on the 

Web.  
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Questions Asked on the VCU Life Sciences Survey 
November 7 to November 21, 2006 

Number of Respondents: 1000 
 
Q1. On the whole, have developments in science helped make society better or not?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Better 87% 85% 90% 87% 86% 86% 
Not better 6% 7% 4% 7%  7%  5% 
Don’t know 6% 6% 4% 3%  6%  7% 
No Answer 1% 2% 1% 2%  1%  2% 

 
Q2. What about new technology? On the whole, have developments in new technology helped make 
society better or not?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Better 88% 83% 88% 87% 85% 85% 
Not better 6% 9% 7% 9% 10%  8% 
Don’t know 5% 5% 3% 3%  3%  5% 
No Answer 1% 3% 2% 1%  1%  2% 

 
 
How much do you agree or disagree with the following: (Q3 to Q6 asked in random order.) 
 
Q3. "Scientific research these days doesn't pay enough attention to the moral values of society." 
 –Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly  
disagree with that statement?   
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Strongly agree 23% 25% 25% 28% 29% 28% 
Somewhat agree 33% 31% 36% 35% 40% 45% 
Somewhat 
disagree 

25% 23% 22% 23% 20% 15% 

Strongly disagree 15% 14% 12% 9%  9%  8% 
Don’t know 3% 4% 4% 2%  2%  4% 
No answer 2% 3% 2% 3%  0%  2% 

 
Q4. "Scientific research is essential for improving the quality of human lives."  
–Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with this statement? 
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 
Strongly agree 60% 58% 56% 59% 48% 
Somewhat agree 30% 29% 36% 31% 42% 
Somewhat disagree 5% 7% 5% 6%  6% 
Strongly disagree 3% 4% 2% 3%  3% 
Don’t know 2% 2% 1% 1%  1% 
No answer 0% 1% 0% 1%  0% 
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Q5. "Scientific research has created as many problems for society as it has solutions."  
– Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly  
disagree with that statement? 
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Strongly agree 16% 16% 17% 19% 18% 18% 
Somewhat agree 35% 36% 34% 36% 41% 36% 
Somewhat 
disagree 

29% 26% 30% 29% 28% 26% 

Strongly disagree 16% 15% 15% 14% 11% 14% 
Don’t know 3% 4% 4% 2%  2%  4% 
No answer 1% 2% 0% 1%  1%  2% 

 
Q6. "New technology used in medicine allows people to live longer and better." 
—Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with this statement? 
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 
Strongly agree 61% 58% 63% 60% 57% 
Somewhat agree 29% 30% 29% 31% 34% 
Somewhat disagree 6% 7% 5% 5%  6% 
Strongly disagree 3% 4% 2% 4%  2% 
Don’t know 1% 2% 0% 1%  0% 
No answer 0% 1% 0% 0%  1% 

 
 
Q7. How clear are you, personally, on the difference between: stem cells that come from human embryos; 
stem cells that come from adults; and stem cells that come from other sources, such as an umbilical 
cord? 
 

 2006 2005 
Very clear 23% 22% 
Somewhat clear 36% 44% 
Not very clear 21% 17% 
Not at all clear 18% 15% 
Don’t know 1% 2% 
No answer 0% 0% 

 
Q8. On the whole, how much do you favor or oppose medical research that uses stem cells from human 
embryos—Do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this? 
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Strongly favor 23% 27% 24% 17% 12% 17% 
Somewhat favor 31% 31% 29% 30% 23% 31% 
Somewhat 
oppose 

17% 14% 14% 21% 22% 21% 

Strongly oppose 20% 18% 22% 23% 29% 22% 
Don’t know 6% 7% 7% 6% 11% 7% 
No answer 2% 4% 4% 3% 4% 2% 
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Q9. If you or a member of your family had a condition such as Parkinson’s Disease, or a spinal cord 
injury, would you support the use of embryonic stem cells in order to pursue a treatment for that 
condition? 
 

 2006 2005 
Yes 70% 68% 
No 21% 17% 
Don’t know 6% 11% 
No answer 2% 4% 

 
 
Q10. In your opinion, which do you think offers the greatest promise for discovering new treatments for 
disease: embryonic stem cell research; adult stem cell research; or research using stem cells from other 
sources, such as an umbilical cord? 
 

 2006 2005 
Embryonic stem cell research 22% 14% 
Adult stem cell research 17% 7% 
Research using stem cells from other sources 25% 37% 
All three are equal 4% 7% 
None of these 2% 3% 
Don’t know 27% 27% 
No answer 4% 6% 

 
Q11. There are several different terms used when it comes to human cloning technology. How clear are 
you, personally, on the difference between human reproductive cloning and human therapeutic cloning 
—Very clear, somewhat clear, not very clear, or not at all clear?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 
Very clear 7% 10% 8% 8% 11% 
Somewhat clear 22% 23% 26% 26% 31% 
Not very clear 35% 31% 34% 32% 29% 
Not at all clear 35% 36% 30% 33% 28% 
Don’t know 1% 0% 1% 0%  1% 
No answer 0% 1% 1% 0%  1% 

 
 
Q12. The technology now exists to clone or genetically alter animals. How much do you favor or oppose 
allowing the same thing to be done in humans—do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose this?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Strongly favor 4% 3% 2% 4%  6%  4% 
Somewhat favor 13% 12% 11% 9% 10% 10% 
Somewhat 
oppose 

19% 18% 17% 19% 16% 18% 

Strongly oppose 60% 63% 66% 65% 65% 64% 
Don’t know 3% 2% 2% 1%  1%  2% 
No answer 1% 2% 2% 1%  2%  1% 
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Q13. Do you favor or oppose using human cloning technology IF it is used ONLY to help medical 
research develop new treatments for disease--do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat oppose, 
or strongly oppose this?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 
Strongly favor 19% 17% 16% 21% 21% 
Somewhat favor 26% 26% 26% 29% 24% 
Somewhat oppose 16% 16% 18% 16% 13% 
Strongly oppose 35% 35% 38% 32% 38% 
Don’t know 3% 5% 2% 2%  2% 
No answer 1% 1% 1% 1%  1% 

 
 
Q14. Do you favor or oppose using human cloning technology IF it is used to create human embryos that 
will provide stem cells for human therapeutic purposes--do you strongly favor, somewhat favor, somewhat 
oppose, or strongly oppose this?  
 

 2006 2005 
Strongly favor 10% 11% 
Somewhat favor 25% 23% 
Somewhat oppose 19% 18% 
Strongly oppose 38% 41% 
Don’t know 6% 6% 
No answer 2% 2% 

 
Q15. How concerned are you that the use of human cloning technology to create stem cells for human 
therapeutic purposes will lead to a greater chance of human reproductive cloning?  
 

 2006 2005 
Very concerned 31% 33% 
Somewhat concerned 37% 35% 
Not too concerned 17% 18% 
Not at all concerned 11% 8% 
Don’t know 3% 4% 
No answer 1% 2% 

 
Q16. How much are you personally interested in new scientific discoveries—A  lot, some, not much, or 
not at all?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
A lot 47% 45% 42% 44% 39% 43% 
Some 40% 42% 42% 43% 44% 44% 
Not much 9% 8% 10% 10% 12% 8% 
Not at all 4% 4% 5% 3% 4% 4% 
Don’t know 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 
No answer 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
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Q17. How well informed are you about scientific discoveries—Are you very informed, somewhat informed, 
not very informed, or not at all informed?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Very informed 10% 11% 10% 9%  7% 11% 
Somewhat 
informed 

64% 63% 64% 63% 57% 60% 

Not very informed 20% 20% 22% 22% 29% 24% 
Not at all 
informed 

6% 5% 4% 6%  6%  4% 

Don’t know 0% 0% 0% 0%  0%  1% 
No answer 0% 1% 0% 0%  0%  0% 

 
Q18. How much are you personally interested in new medical discoveries—A lot, some, not much,  
or not at all?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
A lot 51% 50% 46% 47% 40% 49% 
Some 39% 39% 44% 42% 47% 41% 
Not much 6% 7% 7% 6% 10% 9% 
Not at all 3% 3% 2% 3%  3% 1% 
Don’t know 0% 0% 0% 0%  0% 0% 
No answer 0% 0% 0% 0%  0% 0% 

 
Q19. How well informed are you about medical discoveries—Are you very informed, somewhat informed, 
not very informed, or not at all informed?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Very informed 13% 13% 9% 10%  7% 11% 
Somewhat 
informed 

64% 66% 67% 65% 60% 64% 

Not very informed 18% 16% 19% 20% 28% 22% 
Not at all 
informed 

5% 4% 4% 4%  5% 3% 

Don’t know 0% 0% 0% 0%  0% 0% 
No answer 0% 0% 0% 0%  0% 0% 

 
Q20. How many days in the last week did you pay attention to the news, either on television, on radio, in 
the newspapers, or on the Internet? 
 

 2006 2005 
None 4% 2% 
1 2% 2% 
2 5% 3% 
3 8% 7% 
4 5% 6% 
5 11% 11% 
6 5% 3% 
7 59% 65% 
Don’t know 0% 1% 
No answer 0% 0% 
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Q21. How often do you pay attention to news reports about developments in science—Regularly, seldom, 
hardly ever, or never? 
 

 2006 2005 2004 
Regularly 63% 60% 57% 
Seldom 26% 27% 32% 
Hardly ever 7% 10% 7% 
Never 3% 2% 2% 
Don’t know 1% 1% 0% 
No answer 0% 0% 0% 

 
 
Q22. Which of these comes closest to your views about abortion?: A woman should be able to get an 
abortion if she decides she wants one no matter what the reason; abortion should only be legal in certain 
circumstances, such as when a woman's health is endangered or when the pregnancy results from rape 
or incest;  or abortion should be illegal in all circumstances. 
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Always legal 37% 39% 32% 37% 29% 37% 
Sometimes legal 45% 44% 45% 43% 47% 44% 
Always illegal 15% 12% 17% 15% 18% 14% 
Don’t know 1% 1% 2% 2%  2%  2% 
No answer 2% 3% 4% 3%  4%  3% 

 
 
 
Q26. Regardless of whether or not you attend religious services, do you consider yourself Protestant, 
Roman Catholic, Jewish or what?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Protestant 57% 60% 60% 56% 58% 60% 
Catholic 23% 20% 24% 25% 22% 24% 
Jewish 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 
Other 7% 5% 3% 4% 7% 5% 
None 9% 9% 8% 10% 7% 7% 
Don’t Know 1% 2% 0% 2% 2% 2% 
No Answer 2% 4% 2% 2% 3% 2% 

 
Q27. How often do you attend religious services—More than once a week, once a week, once or twice a 
month, a few times a year, seldom, or never?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
More than once a 
week 

13% 15% 18% 16% 17% 16% 

Once a week 27% 26% 23% 24% 26% 24% 
Once or twice a 
month 

14% 15% 15% 14% 15% 16% 

A few times a 
year 

19% 16% 19% 20% 16% 16% 

Seldom 13% 16% 14% 15% 15% 17% 
Never 12% 10% 9% 11% 10% 9% 
Don’t know 0% 0% 0% 0%  0%  0% 
No answer 1% 2% 1% 1%  1%  1% 
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Q28. Whether or not you attend services, do you consider religion to be an important part of your life,  
or not?  
 
 

 2006 2005 
Yes 79% 84% 
No 20% 15% 
Don’t know 1% 1% 
No answer 1% 1% 

 
 
Q29. (IF YES) Would you say your religious beliefs provide some guidance in your day-to-day living, quite 
a bit of guidance, or a great deal of guidance in your day-to-day living?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Not important 20% 15% 14% 15% 15% 14% 
Some guidance 19% 17% 18% 20% 16% 19% 
Quite a bit 21% 17% 21% 20% 22% 23% 
A great deal 38% 51% 45% 43% 44% 41% 
Don’t know or No 
answer 

2% 0% 2% 2% 2% 2% 

 
 
 
Q30. Which of these statements comes closest to describing your feelings about the Bible—The Bible is 
the actual Word of God, The Bible is the Word of God but not everything in it should be taken literally, or 
The Bible is a book written by men and is not the Word of God?  
 

 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 
Actual word of God 43% 44% 44% 42% 44% 42% 
Not everything to be 
taken literally 

38% 33% 36% 37% 35% 36% 

Written by men 15% 14% 14% 14% 13% 14% 
Don’t know 2% 3% 3% 2%  2%  4% 
No answer 3% 5% 4% 4%  5%  3% 

 
 
 



Tables of Results by Selected Subgroups 
In the following tables, cells that are blank contain no cases. Cells with a zero percent entry contain cases, but the 
percentage is less than 0.5%. 
 

Q1. On the whole, have developments in SCIENCE helped make society better or not?

87% 6% 6% 1% 1000

88% 6% 5% 0% 412

87% 6% 6% 2% 588

     

78% 4% 15% 3% 51

85% 8% 6% 2% 229

89% 6% 4% 0% 284

92% 3% 4% 1% 428

     

91% 5% 3%  106

88% 6% 4% 1% 225

88% 6% 5% 0% 413

82% 4% 10% 3% 236

     

89% 5% 5% 1% 566

79% 8% 9% 4% 233

89% 7% 4% 0% 189

     

88% 5% 6% 1% 828

85% 8% 5% 1% 140

85% 9% 6% 0% 52

88% 5% 5% 1% 934

     

74% 10% 14% 2% 116

85% 9% 6% 0% 110

87% 8% 4% 1% 157

93% 2% 3% 2% 161

92% 4% 4% 0% 337

     

91% 4% 4% 1% 894

66% 18% 15%  99

89% 5% 5% 1% 776

82% 7% 9% 2% 221

90% 4% 5% 1% 920

67% 20% 13%  75

90% 6% 4% 0% 799

80% 7% 10% 3% 192

     

86% 10% 3% 0% 181

92% 3% 5% 0% 196

86% 5% 8% 1% 214

87% 5% 6% 1% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

BETTER
NOT

BETTER
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number of
cases
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Q2. What about new TECHNOLOGY?  On the whole, have developments in new technology helped make society
better or not?

88% 6% 5% 1% 1000

89% 7% 4% 1% 412

87% 6% 5% 1% 588

     

80% 5% 15%  51

86% 8% 4% 2% 229

89% 7% 4% 0% 284

92% 4% 4% 1% 428

     

90% 6% 4%  106

90% 6% 2% 1% 225

87% 9% 3% 1% 413

83% 4% 11% 2% 236

     

90% 6% 3% 1% 566

78% 8% 11% 3% 233

89% 8% 3% 1% 189

     

89% 6% 4% 1% 828

85% 8% 6%  140

92% 5% 3% 0% 52

88% 7% 5% 1% 934

     

77% 8% 15% 0% 116

84% 9% 6% 1% 110

92% 6% 2% 1% 157

90% 7% 2% 2% 161

92% 5% 2% 1% 337

     

90% 6% 3% 1% 894

77% 12% 11%  99

89% 6% 4% 0% 776

85% 7% 5% 3% 221

89% 6% 4% 1% 920

81% 11% 8%  75

90% 6% 4% 1% 799

82% 10% 6% 2% 192

     

83% 12% 4% 1% 181

94% 4% 2%  196

86% 5% 9%  214

88% 6% 4% 2% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

BETTER
NOT

BETTER
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number of
cases
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Q3. Scientific research these days doesnt pay enough attention to the moral values of society.

23% 33% 25% 15% 3% 2% 1000

21% 31% 26% 18% 2% 2% 412

24% 34% 24% 12% 4% 2% 588

       

26% 40% 13% 15% 6%  51

25% 35% 22% 10% 5% 2% 229

24% 32% 28% 14% 2% 1% 284

15% 30% 31% 22% 1% 1% 428

       

15% 38% 29% 15% 0% 3% 106

23% 32% 28% 15% 2% 1% 225

25% 31% 25% 16% 1% 1% 413

24% 33% 17% 13% 11% 3% 236

       

22% 34% 25% 15% 3% 2% 566

29% 34% 22% 10% 4% 1% 233

18% 29% 29% 18% 4% 1% 189

       

22% 32% 26% 15% 3% 2% 828

22% 37% 24% 13% 4%  140

16% 40% 31% 11% 3%  52

23% 32% 24% 15% 3% 2% 934

       

28% 39% 12% 13% 5% 3% 116

32% 34% 16% 10% 7% 1% 110

26% 29% 24% 17% 3% 2% 157

13% 45% 22% 17% 2% 1% 161

18% 28% 36% 16% 1% 1% 337

       

21% 33% 26% 16% 2% 1% 894

29% 31% 17% 10% 8% 5% 99

23% 31% 25% 17% 2% 1% 776

21% 38% 23% 9% 5% 3% 221

22% 33% 25% 16% 3% 1% 920

25% 32% 21% 8% 7% 7% 75

21% 32% 26% 17% 3% 1% 799

25% 36% 22% 9% 5% 3% 192

       

21% 24% 26% 26% 2% 2% 181

10% 38% 36% 15% 2% 0% 196

18% 35% 28% 12% 6% 1% 214

32% 34% 17% 12% 3% 2% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

STRONGLY
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q4. Scientific research is essential for improving the quality of human lives.

60% 30% 5% 3% 2% 0% 1000

60% 31% 4% 4% 1%  412

59% 29% 6% 2% 3% 1% 588

       

51% 25% 11% 2% 11%  51

54% 32% 6% 4% 3% 0% 229

62% 34% 2% 1% 0% 1% 284

68% 24% 4% 2% 1%  428

       

55% 37% 5% 1% 2%  106

61% 30% 4% 4% 1% 1% 225

67% 24% 6% 3% 1% 0% 413

53% 31% 4% 3% 9% 0% 236

       

63% 27% 6% 3% 2% 0% 566

58% 29% 4% 4% 4% 1% 233

55% 37% 5% 2% 2%  189

       

62% 28% 5% 2% 2% 1% 828

52% 37% 7% 2% 4%  140

53% 41% 4%  3%  52

61% 29% 5% 3% 2% 0% 934

       

49% 28% 10% 1% 11% 1% 116

49% 42% 2% 5% 2% 1% 110

64% 30% 4% 2% 1%  157

55% 35% 7% 2%  1% 161

74% 20% 3% 2% 1%  337

       

64% 28% 4% 2% 1% 0% 894

33% 42% 11% 7% 7%  99

64% 28% 4% 2% 1% 0% 776

49% 34% 7% 4% 6% 1% 221

61% 30% 5% 2% 2% 0% 920

44% 33% 8% 7% 7% 2% 75

64% 28% 4% 2% 2% 1% 799

45% 38% 9% 3% 4%  192

       

55% 34% 5% 4% 2% 1% 181

70% 24% 3% 2% 1%  196

61% 27% 5% 1% 5% 1% 214

56% 33% 6% 3% 1%  389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

STRONGLY
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q5. Scientific research has created as many problems for society as it has solutions.

16% 35% 29% 16% 3% 1% 1000

16% 36% 28% 16% 2% 1% 412

16% 34% 31% 16% 4% 1% 588

       

23% 41% 21% 11% 4% 1% 51

19% 36% 28% 12% 4% 1% 229

16% 34% 28% 18% 2% 1% 284

9% 32% 36% 21% 2% 1% 428

       

16% 35% 28% 19% 0% 1% 106

15% 32% 35% 14% 3% 0% 225

16% 37% 27% 17% 2% 0% 413

15% 35% 28% 13% 8% 2% 236

       

14% 36% 30% 15% 3% 1% 566

21% 30% 30% 13% 5% 1% 233

16% 33% 29% 20% 1% 1% 189

       

14% 36% 30% 16% 4% 1% 828

22% 31% 27% 18% 2%  140

22% 22% 40% 16%   52

15% 36% 29% 16% 3% 1% 934

       

15% 41% 26% 14% 5%  116

26% 39% 17% 16% 1% 1% 110

17% 36% 26% 18% 3% 1% 157

15% 31% 36% 16% 1% 0% 161

12% 30% 37% 18% 3% 1% 337

       

15% 34% 31% 17% 2% 1% 894

21% 42% 21% 8% 8% 0% 99

16% 34% 30% 17% 2% 1% 776

16% 37% 28% 12% 6% 1% 221

15% 34% 30% 17% 3% 1% 920

25% 42% 21% 6% 5% 2% 75

15% 35% 29% 17% 2% 0% 799

18% 33% 31% 11% 5% 2% 192

       

19% 36% 27% 15% 2% 1% 181

13% 32% 37% 15% 3% 0% 196

8% 35% 32% 20% 3% 1% 214

19% 34% 27% 16% 3% 1% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

STRONGLY
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q6. New technology used in medicine allows people to live longer and better.

61% 29% 6% 3% 1% 0% 1000

60% 29% 5% 4% 1% 0% 412

62% 28% 6% 2% 2% 0% 588

       

58% 29% 5% 1% 7% 1% 51

57% 27% 9% 6% 1% 0% 229

63% 30% 3% 3% 1%  284

64% 31% 4% 0% 1% 0% 428

       

60% 28% 9% 3%   106

59% 35% 3% 3% 0%  225

65% 25% 4% 3% 2% 1% 413

59% 29% 7% 2% 3% 0% 236

       

65% 26% 5% 3% 1% 0% 566

54% 31% 6% 4% 3% 1% 233

56% 34% 7% 3% 0%  189

       

61% 30% 5% 3% 2% 0% 828

60% 26% 9% 3% 1% 0% 140

65% 15% 11% 6% 2%  52

61% 30% 5% 3% 1% 0% 934

       

54% 30% 5% 6% 5% 0% 116

46% 41% 6% 4% 2% 1% 110

61% 28% 8% 2% 1%  157

62% 30% 4% 3% 0%  161

68% 24% 5% 2% 0% 0% 337

       

63% 28% 5% 2% 1% 0% 894

44% 32% 10% 9% 5% 1% 99

64% 28% 4% 3% 1% 0% 776

52% 32% 10% 4% 2% 0% 221

63% 28% 5% 3% 1% 0% 920

46% 36% 11% 5% 2%  75

63% 28% 5% 3% 1% 0% 799

53% 32% 6% 5% 4% 0% 192

       

60% 31% 2% 6% 1%  181

64% 30% 5% 1% 0%  196

62% 28% 7% 0% 2% 0% 214

60% 28% 7% 3% 2% 0% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

STRONGLY
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
AGREE

SOMEWHAT
DISAGREE

STRONGLY
DISAGREE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q7. How clear are you, personally, on the difference between: stem cells that come from human embryos; stem cells that come
from adults; and stem cells that come from other sources, such as an umbilical cord?

23% 36% 21% 18% 1% 0% 1000

22% 38% 23.00 16% 1% 0% 412

24% 34% 21% 19% 1% 0% 588

       

14% 23% 28% 34%  0% 51

15% 37% 25% 21% 2% 0% 229

25% 36% 21% 16% 1%  284

37% 38% 15% 9% 0% 0% 428

       

18% 38% 25% 17% 1%  106

24% 36% 19% 20% 1% 0% 225

28% 36% 20% 16% 0%  413

21% 34% 25% 16% 2% 1% 236

       

25% 36% 20% 17% 1% 0% 566

19% 32% 25% 24% 1% 0% 233

23% 38% 23% 16% 0%  189

       

24% 38% 20% 17% 1% 0% 828

20% 33% 24% 22% 0%  140

19% 37% 22% 20% 3%  52

24% 36% 21% 18% 1% 0% 934

       

16% 30% 23% 30% 1%  116

29% 30% 26% 13%  1% 110

20% 38% 23% 18% 2% 0% 157

21% 37% 24% 16% 1%  161

28% 40% 18% 14% 0%  337

       

30% 42% 17% 10% 1% 0% 776

5% 19% 34% 39% 1% 1% 221

27% 41% 19% 12% 1% 0% 799

11% 18% 31% 37% 1% 1% 192

       

25% 36% 21% 19%   181

23% 37% 22% 17% 1%  196

20% 39% 21% 19%  0% 214

25% 34% 22% 17% 2% 1% 389

       

29% 35% 21% 15% 0%  400

17% 40% 22% 20% 1% 0% 422

28% 26% 22% 20% 3%  135

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

VERY
CLEAR

SOMEWHAT
CLEAR

NOT VERY
CLEAR

NOT AT
ALL CLEAR

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q8. On the whole, how much do you favor or oppose medical research that uses stem cells from human embryos?

23% 31% 17% 20% 6% 2% 1000

25% 32% 15% 21% 5% 3% 412

22% 30% 20% 20% 7% 1% 588

       

18% 33% 15% 29% 5%  51

16% 32% 19% 22% 9% 2% 229

23% 31% 19% 19% 6% 3% 284

36% 29% 13% 17% 3% 2% 428

       

11% 37% 30% 15% 6% 2% 106

25% 32% 14% 18% 8% 2% 225

30% 29% 15% 20% 4% 2% 413

23% 25% 13% 30% 7% 1% 236

       

25% 29% 15% 23% 6% 2% 566

22% 34% 13% 20% 10% 1% 233

20% 33% 27% 13% 6% 2% 189

       

25% 30% 16% 20% 6% 2% 828

17% 33% 23% 20% 7%  140

11% 39% 19% 29% 3%  52

25% 30% 17% 19% 7% 2% 934

       

17% 20% 14% 34% 11% 3% 116

10% 43% 20% 22% 4% 1% 110

23% 35% 17% 17% 8%  157

19% 30% 26% 20% 3% 2% 161

35% 31% 14% 16% 4% 1% 337

       

33% 35% 12% 12% 6% 2% 181

26% 40% 16% 8% 8% 2% 196

23% 33% 21% 12% 9% 3% 214

16% 24% 19% 35% 5% 1% 389

12% 24% 22% 32% 10% 1% 390

29% 36% 16% 12% 4% 3% 400

42% 38% 9% 8% 1% 2% 154

44% 32% 12% 5% 6% 1% 400

13% 37% 22% 20% 7% 2% 422

5% 13% 18% 59% 5%  135

       

33% 29% 14% 22% 1% 1% 654

9% 35% 22% 17% 13% 3% 333

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs
provide guidance in
daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes
closest to your feelings
about the Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on stem
cell definition

STRONGLY
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
OPPOSE

STRONGLY
OPPOSE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q9. If you or a member of your family had a condition such as Parkinsons Disease, or a spinal cord injury,
would you support the use of embryonic stem cells in order to pursue a treatment for that condition?

70% 21% 6% 2% 1000

70% 23% 4% 2% 412

70% 20% 8% 2% 588

     

64% 26% 6% 4% 51

68% 20% 9% 2% 229

72% 21% 6% 2% 284

71% 23% 3% 2% 428

     

77% 15% 6% 2% 106

72% 21% 5% 2% 225

68% 24% 6% 2% 413

60% 26% 10% 3% 236

     

69% 25% 5% 2% 566

63% 22% 11% 4% 233

78% 12% 7% 2% 189

     

68% 23% 6% 2% 828

75% 18% 7% 1% 140

62% 27% 11%  52

71% 21% 6% 2% 934

     

69% 23% 7% 0% 116

70% 21% 7% 2% 110

77% 20% 3% 1% 157

68% 24% 6% 3% 161

70% 22% 7% 2% 337

     

78% 14% 6% 2% 181

83% 13% 3% 1% 196

75% 12% 10% 3% 214

58% 35% 5% 2% 389

60% 31% 7% 3% 390

75% 17% 7% 2% 400

90% 8% 1% 1% 154

90% 5% 4% 2% 400

65% 24% 8% 2% 422

36% 57% 7% 1% 135

72% 24% 2% 2% 654

68% 17% 12% 2% 333

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs
provide guidance in
daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes
closest to your feelings
about the Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on stem
cell definition

Yes No
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number of
cases
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Q10. In your opinion, which do you think offers the greatest promise for discovering new treatments for disease:embryonic stem cell
research; adult stem cell research; or research using stem cells from other sources, such as an umbilical cord?

22% 17% 25% 4% 2% 27% 4% 1000

21% 18% 25% 5% 2% 24% 5% 412

22% 16% 25% 2% 2% 29% 3% 588

        

11% 16% 31% 2% 3% 36% 1% 51

16% 20% 26% 4% 3% 29% 3% 229

25% 17% 29% 3% 2% 20% 4% 284

29% 16% 19% 4% 1% 25% 6% 428

        

22% 19% 32% 4% 3% 19% 0% 106

27% 16% 19% 3% 1% 29% 5% 225

21% 17% 26% 4% 2% 26% 4% 413

12% 18% 26% 4% 4% 29% 6% 236

        

21% 18% 23% 3% 2% 29% 5% 566

18% 15% 27% 2% 3% 31% 4% 233

26% 18% 30% 6% 2% 17% 1% 189

        

21% 15% 25% 4% 2% 29% 4% 828

24% 25% 29% 3% 2% 15% 3% 140

16% 24% 30% 7% 8% 12% 4% 52

22% 17% 25% 3% 2% 27% 4% 934

        

14% 18% 32% 3% 3% 28% 1% 116

23% 18% 25% 5% 1% 22% 5% 110

22% 18% 29% 2% 2% 25% 3% 157

20% 27% 29% 3% 2% 15% 3% 161

28% 15% 18% 4% 1% 30% 4% 337

        

32% 16% 22% 4% 1% 21% 4% 181

20% 14% 24% 5% 3% 30% 4% 196

23% 15% 22% 2% 2% 34% 3% 214

16% 22% 30% 4% 2% 23% 4% 389

13% 21% 34% 3% 3% 23% 3% 390

26% 18% 21% 3% 1% 30% 3% 400

39% 9% 14% 6% 1% 25% 5% 154

35% 13% 16% 5% 0% 27% 3% 400

15% 19% 30% 2% 1% 28% 4% 422

8% 26% 34% 8% 8% 14% 2% 135

32% 20% 24% 5% 1% 16% 3% 654

7% 13% 27% 2% 3% 42% 5% 333

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs
provide guidance in
daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes
closest to your feelings
about the Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on stem
cell definition

Embryonic
stem cell

Adult stem
cell

Stem cells
from other
sources

All three
are equal

None of
these

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q11. There are several different terms used when it comes to human cloning technology. How clear are you, personally, on the
difference between human reproductive cloning and human therapeutic cloning?

7% 22% 35% 35% 1% 0% 1000

9% 22% 38% 31% 1% 0% 412

5% 22% 33% 39% 1% 0% 588

       

2% 21% 31% 45% 0%  51

4% 19% 38% 39% 1%  229

8% 24% 35% 32% 1%  284

11% 25% 34% 30% 0% 0% 428

       

5% 23% 48% 22% 1%  106

8% 22% 34% 37%  0% 225

8% 26% 28% 38% 0% 0% 413

4% 18% 35% 40% 2% 0% 236

       

6% 23% 31% 38% 1% 0% 566

7% 21% 33% 37% 1%  233

7% 21% 48% 24% 0%  189

       

6% 22% 35% 36% 1% 0% 828

6% 22% 40% 32%   140

1% 29% 35% 31% 4%  52

7% 22% 36% 35% 0% 0% 934

       

8% 25% 28% 38% 1%  116

6% 21% 41% 31%   110

9% 22% 31% 38% 0%  157

3% 23% 43% 29% 2% 0% 161

7% 25% 33% 35%  0% 337

       

8% 28% 34% 28% 1% 0% 776

2% 6% 37% 55% 0%  221

8% 27% 36% 29% 1% 0% 799

2% 8% 34% 56% 1%  192

       

8% 23% 43% 26%   181

4% 26% 36% 32% 1%  196

3% 22% 37% 37%  0% 214

9% 21% 29% 40% 1% 0% 389

       

7% 27% 34% 32% 0% 0% 400

5% 18% 38% 39% 1% 0% 422

9% 27% 31% 31% 2%  135

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

VERY
CLEAR

SOMEWHAT
CLEAR

NOT VERY
CLEAR

NOT AT
ALL CLEAR

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q12. The technology now exists to clone or genetically alter animals.  How much do you favor or oppose allowing the same thing to be
done in humans?

4% 13% 19% 60% 3% 1% 1000

6% 16% 22% 53% 3% 1% 412

2% 10% 16% 67% 3% 1% 588

       

4% 27% 20% 43% 5% 1% 51

5% 8% 20% 61% 5% 0% 229

2% 12% 19% 64% 1% 1% 284

4% 15% 17% 60% 1% 3% 428

       

6% 18% 23% 51% 2% 1% 106

3% 13% 19% 62% 1% 2% 225

3% 11% 19% 63% 3% 1% 413

5% 11% 13% 63% 8% 0% 236

       

3% 11% 19% 62% 3% 1% 566

3% 11% 14% 68% 4%  233

6% 18% 23% 49% 2% 1% 189

       

3% 12% 19% 62% 3% 1% 828

8% 17% 18% 54% 2% 1% 140

4% 18% 12% 65%  2% 52

4% 12% 20% 60% 3% 1% 934

       

6% 11% 11% 66% 5% 2% 116

6% 13% 14% 60% 5% 1% 110

3% 18% 22% 55% 1% 1% 157

1% 11% 29% 56% 1% 1% 161

4% 12% 18% 63% 2% 1% 337

       

5% 23% 20% 48% 3% 0% 181

3% 11% 25% 55% 6% 1% 196

3% 13% 27% 53% 3% 1% 214

5% 8% 11% 74% 2% 1% 389

4% 10% 15% 66% 4% 1% 390

4% 12% 22% 60% 2% 0% 400

6% 25% 20% 45% 3% 1% 154

5% 18% 24% 50% 2% 1% 400

3% 10% 18% 65% 3% 1% 422

3% 11% 10% 73% 2% 1% 135

7% 18% 17% 55% 2% 2% 315

3% 11% 20% 63% 4% 1% 675

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on cloning
definition

STRONGLY
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
OPPOSE

STRONGLY
OPPOSE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases



VCU Life Sciences Survey 2004 
Page 32 

  

Q13. Do you favor or oppose using human cloning technology IF it is used ONLY to help medical research develop new treatments for
disease?

19% 26% 16% 35% 3% 1% 1000

21% 27% 18% 29% 3% 1% 412

17% 25% 14% 41% 3% 1% 588

       

31% 19% 18% 24% 7% 1% 51

20% 26% 15% 35% 5% 0% 229

16% 25% 17% 39% 2% 1% 284

17% 26% 16% 36% 2% 2% 428

       

30% 25% 15% 28% 1% 0% 106

16% 29% 11% 42% 1% 0% 225

15% 26% 20% 35% 4% 2% 413

19% 17% 18% 35% 9% 2% 236

       

16% 27% 16% 37% 4% 1% 566

22% 19% 15% 39% 4% 2% 233

26% 26% 16% 29% 2% 1% 189

       

16% 26% 15% 37% 4% 1% 828

30% 21% 19% 30% 1%  140

23% 26% 14% 37%   52

19% 25% 16% 35% 4% 1% 934

       

23% 13% 21% 38% 5% 0% 116

22% 15% 17% 42% 2% 2% 110

21% 29% 20% 28% 3% 0% 157

15% 33% 11% 39% 4%  161

17% 30% 17% 33% 2% 1% 337

       

25% 33% 13% 23% 5% 0% 181

16% 30% 23% 28% 2% 1% 196

20% 31% 17% 26% 5% 0% 214

17% 16% 13% 50% 2% 2% 389

14% 20% 15% 45% 4% 1% 390

21% 29% 16% 30% 3% 1% 400

29% 31% 20% 18% 2% 1% 154

25% 32% 18% 21% 4% 1% 400

15% 26% 15% 40% 3% 1% 422

15% 7% 14% 61% 3%  135

28% 21% 12% 36% 2% 1% 315

15% 28% 17% 35% 4% 1% 675

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on cloning
definition

STRONGLY
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
OPPOSE

STRONGLY
OPPOSE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q14. Do you favor or oppose using human cloning technology IF it is used to create human embryos that will provide stem cells for
human therapeutic purposes?

10% 25% 19% 38% 6% 2% 1000

13% 30% 17% 33% 5% 2% 412

7% 21% 22% 43% 7% 2% 588

       

11% 26% 20% 33% 7% 2% 51

9% 26% 20% 36% 8% 2% 229

8% 24% 22% 42% 3% 1% 284

12% 24% 16% 40% 4% 3% 428

       

17% 29% 22% 27% 5%  106

9% 25% 18% 43% 4% 1% 225

7% 27% 17% 40% 5% 4% 413

7% 18% 23% 40% 10% 3% 236

       

7% 25% 18% 42% 6% 2% 566

10% 20% 20% 40% 8% 3% 233

16% 28% 23% 28% 4% 0% 189

       

7% 25% 21% 39% 6% 2% 828

17% 25% 17% 35% 5%  140

15% 20% 16% 42% 6% 2% 52

9% 26% 20% 38% 6% 2% 934

       

6% 25% 23% 36% 11% 0% 116

14% 21% 22% 38% 4% 1% 110

12% 24% 21% 38% 5% 1% 157

8% 28% 19% 38% 3% 3% 161

10% 28% 17% 37% 6% 3% 337

       

15% 38% 16% 23% 5% 2% 181

7% 31% 27% 30% 4% 0% 196

9% 25% 24% 29% 10% 3% 214

9% 14% 15% 55% 5% 2% 389

7% 19% 15% 50% 6% 1% 390

11% 26% 26% 31% 5% 2% 400

15% 42% 13% 22% 5% 3% 154

13% 35% 23% 22% 6% 2% 400

9% 21% 19% 42% 7% 2% 422

4% 14% 12% 67% 3% 0% 135

16% 29% 15% 37% 2% 1% 315

7% 24% 21% 38% 8% 2% 675

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on cloning
definition

STRONGLY
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
FAVOR

SOMEWHAT
OPPOSE

STRONGLY
OPPOSE

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q15. How concerned are you that the use of human cloning technology to create stem cells for human therapeutic purposes will
lead to a greater chance of human reproductive cloning?

31% 37% 17% 11% 3% 1% 1000

31% 35% 18% 11% 3% 1% 412

32% 38% 15% 11% 4% 1% 588

       

26% 26% 23% 21% 1% 3% 51

30% 35% 16% 13% 5% 1% 229

37% 40% 15% 6% 1% 1% 284

30% 40% 18% 9% 2% 1% 428

       

26% 30% 30% 13% 0%  106

26% 45% 18% 9% 2% 0% 225

39% 34% 12% 10% 4% 1% 413

32% 37% 10% 11% 7% 4% 236

       

32% 39% 13% 10% 4% 1% 566

27% 44% 11% 11% 5% 1% 233

31% 27% 29% 11% 1% 0% 189

       

31% 40% 16% 9% 4% 1% 828

34% 31% 19% 15% 0%  140

31% 36% 13% 15% 4%  52

31% 38% 17% 10% 3% 1% 934

       

31% 34% 11% 19% 5% 1% 116

39% 30% 13% 14% 4% 1% 110

30% 37% 20% 11% 1% 1% 157

31% 38% 20% 9% 1% 0% 161

30% 43% 17% 6% 4% 0% 337

       

22% 35% 23% 18% 1% 1% 181

23% 47% 19% 7% 2%  196

29% 39% 17% 11% 3% 1% 214

41% 33% 12% 8% 5% 1% 389

40% 33% 12% 10% 3% 1% 390

27% 42% 21% 7% 2% 1% 400

19% 37% 19% 20% 4% 1% 154

23% 40% 21% 11% 3% 1% 400

34% 40% 15% 9% 2% 1% 422

45% 25% 11% 14% 4% 1% 135

34% 34% 16% 14% 1% 1% 315

30% 38% 17% 10% 5% 1% 675

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by men--not
Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

Woman should be able to
get abortion if she wants it

Should only be legal in
certain circumstances

Always illegal

Which of these comes
closest to your views
about abortion?

Clear

Unclear

Clear-unclear on cloning
definition

Very
concerned

Somewhat
concerned

Not too
concerned

Not at all
concerned

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q16. How much are you personally INTERESTED in new SCIENTIFIC discoveries?

47% 40% 9% 4% 0% 0% 1000

50% 36% 11% 3% 0% 0% 412

43% 44% 7% 5% 0% 0% 588

       

34% 41% 13% 12%   51

41% 42% 11% 5% 1%  229

44% 43% 11% 1%   284

61% 36% 2% 0% 0% 1% 428

       

39% 47% 10% 5%   106

47% 42% 10% 1%   225

53% 37% 5% 4% 0%  413

43% 37% 13% 5% 1% 1% 236

       

48% 40% 8% 3% 0% 0% 566

45% 39% 7% 9% 1% 0% 233

44% 44% 10% 2% 0%  189

       

46% 43% 8% 3% 0% 0% 828

49% 34% 10% 7%   140

43% 37% 17% 3%   52

47% 41% 8% 4% 0% 0% 934

       

38% 36% 16% 9% 1%  116

52% 30% 11% 7%   110

44% 42% 11% 2% 1%  157

39% 52% 9%    161

56% 40% 4% 1%  0% 337

       

55% 39% 5% 2%  0% 776

24% 45% 21% 9% 1%  221

       

50% 41% 6% 2% 0% 0% 920

13% 34% 36% 17%   75

       

52% 41% 5% 2% 0% 0% 799

28% 40% 21% 10% 1%  192

       

56% 34% 6% 3%   181

41% 51% 6% 2%   196

39% 44% 14% 3% 0% 0% 214

49% 36% 9% 5% 1% 0% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

A LOT SOME
NOT

MUCH
NOT AT

ALL
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q17. How well informed are you about SCIENTIFIC discoveries?

10% 64% 20% 6% 0% 1000

12% 65% 19% 5% 0%  412

8% 63% 21% 7% 0%  588

       

2% 55% 28% 13% 2%  51

5% 59% 25% 10%   229

11% 67% 19% 3% 0%  284

18% 70% 12% 1%   428

       

11% 65% 17% 7%   106

11% 63% 20% 6%   225

11% 68% 17% 4%   413

5% 56% 30% 8% 1%  236

       

10% 65% 21% 4% 0%  566

6% 59% 22% 12% 0%  233

13% 64% 17% 6%   189

       

9% 64% 21% 5% 0%  828

13% 61% 17% 8% 0%  140

6% 70% 17% 7%   52

10% 64% 20% 6% 0%  934

       

7% 55% 23% 14% 1%  116

11% 64% 16% 9%   110

10% 65% 23% 3%   157

6% 66% 24% 4%   161

13% 66% 18% 3%   337

       

11% 68% 18% 3% 0%  894

1% 36% 35% 27% 1%  99

       

11% 67% 18% 4% 0%  920

1% 36% 34% 29% 1%  75

       

13% 74% 11% 2% 0%  799

0% 30% 49% 21%   192

       

13% 65% 17% 4%   181

6% 69% 21% 4%   196

9% 63% 19% 8% 1%  214

11% 61% 22% 7%   389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

VERY
INFORMED

SOMEWHAT
INFORMED

NOT VERY
INFORMED

NOT AT ALL
INFORMED

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q18. How much are you personally INTERESTED in new MEDICAL discoveries?

51% 39% 6% 3% 0% 1000

46% 44% 7% 2% 0%  412

56% 35% 4% 4% 0%  588

       

45% 39% 9% 6% 1%  51

43% 42% 7% 6% 1%  229

58% 36% 6% 0%   284

58% 38% 3% 1% 0%  428

       

43% 43% 6% 8%   106

46% 46% 5% 3%   225

58% 35% 6% 1% 0%  413

60% 30% 6% 2% 2%  236

       

50% 42% 6% 2% 0%  566

61% 29% 5% 5% 1%  233

50% 42% 4% 4% 0%  189

       

50% 40% 7% 2% 1%  828

56% 35% 3% 7%   140

48% 40% 4% 8%   52

52% 39% 6% 3% 0%  934

       

56% 29% 11% 3%   116

54% 35% 4% 7% 1%  110

52% 40% 5% 3% 1%  157

47% 48% 4% 1%   161

53% 39% 6% 2%   337

       

56% 39% 3% 1% 0%  894

21% 40% 21% 17% 1%  99

       

57% 38% 3% 1% 0%  776

34% 43% 12% 9% 1%  221

       

58% 38% 3% 1% 0%  799

28% 45% 15% 10% 1%  192

       

42% 45% 9% 3%   181

55% 38% 3% 4%   196

47% 42% 9% 2%   214

57% 35% 3% 3% 1%  389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

A LOT SOME
NOT

MUCH
NOT AT

ALL
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q19. How well informed are you about MEDICAL discoveries?

13% 64% 18% 5% 0% 0% 1000

13% 63% 19% 5% 0% 0% 412

13% 65% 16% 5% 1% 1% 588

       

12% 52% 23% 10% 3%  51

8% 62% 19% 10% 0%  229

14% 65% 20% 1% 0%  284

18% 69% 11% 1% 0% 0% 428

       

16% 62% 19% 3%   106

11% 67% 15% 7%   225

15% 62% 17% 5% 0% 0% 413

9% 65% 20% 5% 2%  236

       

12% 66% 18% 4% 0%  566

10% 64% 16% 8% 1%  233

16% 60% 19% 5% 1% 0% 189

       

12% 64% 18% 5% 1% 0% 828

15% 63% 16% 6%   140

10% 68% 11% 12%   52

13% 64% 18% 4% 1% 0% 934

       

12% 55% 19% 12% 2%  116

8% 73% 13% 7%   110

15% 70% 11% 4% 0%  157

13% 60% 25% 2%   161

15% 66% 15% 3% 0% 0% 337

       

14% 67% 15% 3% 0% 0% 894

4% 39% 36% 20% 1%  99

       

16% 73% 9% 1% 0% 1% 776

3% 36% 43% 18% 0%  221

       

14% 67% 16% 3% 0% 0% 920

3% 29% 37% 28% 2%  75

       

11% 66% 15% 7%  0% 181

11% 69% 17% 3% 1%  196

12% 63% 20% 5% 0%  214

14% 62% 19% 5% 0%  389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

VERY
INFORMED

SOMEWHAT
INFORMED

NOT VERY
INFORMED

NOT AT ALL
INFORMED

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q20. How many days in the last week did you pay attention to the news, either on television, on radio, in the newspapers, or on the
Internet?

4% 2% 5% 8% 5% 11% 5% 59% 0% 0% 1000

4% 0% 5% 7% 6% 11% 6% 60%   412

4% 3% 6% 8% 4% 10% 5% 58% 1% 1% 588

           

13%  4% 11% 6% 11% 9% 46% 2%  51

5% 2% 5% 10% 5% 13% 5% 55% 0%  229

4% 2% 7% 8% 7% 7% 5% 60%  0% 284

2% 1% 4% 4% 3% 11% 5% 69% 0% 0% 428

           

5% 2% 11% 10% 13% 9% 4% 47%   106

6% 3% 6% 9% 2% 14% 8% 52% 1% 0% 225

2% 1% 4% 8% 4% 11% 4% 65% 1%  413

4% 0% 1% 2% 2% 8% 6% 75% 1% 0% 236

           

4% 2% 4% 7% 4% 11% 7% 62% 0%  566

3% 1% 6% 9% 4% 8% 5% 63% 1% 0% 233

6% 2% 9% 10% 8% 12% 2% 51% 1% 0% 189

           

4% 2% 4% 7% 5% 10% 6% 62% 0% 0% 828

5% 1% 9% 11% 6% 12% 6% 51%   140

8%  10% 5% 1% 19% 4% 52%   52

4% 2% 5% 8% 5% 10% 6% 60% 0% 0% 934

           

7% 3% 5% 7% 7% 10% 7% 52% 1%  116

4% 3% 6% 9% 2% 13% 4% 60% 1% 0% 110

3% 1% 5% 5% 6% 12% 7% 62%   157

5% 1% 7% 10% 1% 16% 5% 55%   161

3% 1% 4% 7% 5% 8% 5% 66% 0%  337

           

3% 1% 5% 7% 6% 11% 6% 61% 1% 0% 894

17% 7% 9% 9% 2% 8% 6% 42%  0% 99

2% 1% 3% 7% 5% 10% 6% 64% 1% 1% 776

10% 5% 10% 9% 5% 12% 4% 45% 0%  221

3% 1% 5% 7% 5% 11% 6% 61% 1% 0% 920

19% 7% 3% 12% 6% 9% 3% 40%  0% 75

2% 1% 3% 7% 5% 10% 6% 65% 0% 0% 799

12% 5% 12% 9% 6% 12% 4% 41%   192

           

4% 1% 6% 5% 6% 13% 3% 63%  0% 181

4%  7% 7% 4% 9% 6% 61% 2%  196

6% 2% 5% 9% 7% 11% 5% 54%   214

4% 2% 4% 9% 4% 11% 7% 59% 0% 0% 389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about
scientific discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about
medical discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs
provide guidance in
daily life?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Don't
know Refused

Number
of cases
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Q21. How often do you pay attention to news reports about developments in science?

63% 26% 7% 3% 1% 0% 1000

67% 22% 7% 3% 0% 0% 412

60% 29% 7% 2% 1% 1% 588

       

48% 25% 11% 10% 5%  51

54% 32% 9% 4% 1%  229

65% 27% 7% 1% 0%  284

81% 16% 2% 0% 0% 0% 428

       

57% 29% 12% 2%   106

60% 29% 7% 5%   225

72% 21% 4% 2% 1% 0% 413

64% 24% 7% 2% 3%  236

       

68% 24% 7% 1% 0%  566

59% 29% 4% 5% 3%  233

57% 29% 10% 4% 1% 0% 189

       

65% 25% 6% 2% 1% 0% 828

57% 30% 9% 4% 1%  140

59% 27% 11% 4%   52

64% 26% 6% 2% 1% 0% 934

       

52% 29% 7% 7% 4%  116

64% 19% 11% 5%   110

66% 27% 6% 1%   157

63% 28% 8% 1%   161

72% 24% 4%   0% 337

       

70% 24% 4% 1% 1% 1% 894

21% 37% 26% 14% 2%  99

75% 21% 3% 0% 0% 1% 776

30% 40% 18% 10% 2%  221

67% 25% 5% 2% 1% 0% 920

24% 37% 24% 13% 2%  75

75% 22% 2% 1% 0% 0% 799

26% 41% 23% 9% 2%  192

       

72% 15% 10% 2% 0% 0% 181

60% 29% 6% 3% 2% 0% 196

56% 34% 6% 3% 1%  214

65% 26% 6% 3% 1%  389

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Interest in scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Interest in medical
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Regularly Seldom
Hardly
ever Never

Don't
know

No
answer

Number
of cases
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Q22. Which of these comes closest to your views about abortion? A woman should be able to get an abortion if she
decides she wants one no matter what the reason.  Abortion should only be legal in certain circumstances, such as
when a woman's health is endangered or the pregnancy results from rape or incest. Or, abortion should be illegal

in all circumstances.

37% 45% 15% 1% 2% 1000

35% 46% 15% 1% 2% 412

39% 44% 14% 2% 2% 588

      

22% 53% 22% 1% 1% 51

32% 48% 18% 1% 1% 229

39% 46% 13% 1% 1% 284

48% 38% 10% 1% 3% 428

      

35% 44% 18% 1% 2% 106

40% 46% 12% 1% 1% 225

41% 42% 15% 0% 1% 413

30% 49% 16% 3% 2% 236

      

37% 46% 14% 1% 1% 566

27% 53% 16% 2% 2% 233

45% 38% 15% 1% 2% 189

      

38% 45% 14% 2% 1% 828

35% 48% 17%  0% 140

26% 57% 17%   52

38% 44% 15% 1% 1% 934

      

30% 42% 24% 3% 1% 116

26% 53% 21% 0% 1% 110

36% 47% 15% 2% 1% 157

41% 48% 11% 0%  161

47% 42% 10% 1% 1% 337

      

40% 43% 14% 1% 2% 776

30% 51% 16% 1% 2% 221

39% 45% 13% 1% 1% 799

31% 48% 19% 0% 2% 192

      

60% 29% 8% 1% 2% 181

44% 45% 10% 1% 0% 196

38% 50% 10% 0% 2% 214

22% 52% 23% 2% 1% 389

21% 54% 23% 1% 1% 390

44% 46% 8% 1% 1% 400

65% 22% 9% 0% 3% 154

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by
men--not Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

Always
legal

Sometimes
legal

Always
illegal

DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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Q23. Regardless of whether or not you attend religious services, do you consider yourself Protestant, Roman Catholic, Jewish or
what?

57% 23% 1% 7% 9% 1% 2% 1000

59% 22% 1% 6% 10% 1% 1% 412

56% 23% 2% 8% 9% 0% 2% 588

        

58% 27%  2% 8% 4%  51

58% 24% 0% 6% 10% 0% 1% 229

62% 20% 1% 9% 6%  1% 284

53% 22% 3% 7% 12% 1% 2% 428

        

53% 17%  7% 21% 2%  106

50% 26% 2% 12% 8% 0% 2% 225

65% 20% 1% 6% 7% 0% 1% 413

65% 29% 2% 1% 2%  1% 236

        

60% 23% 1% 6% 8% 0% 2% 566

60% 25% 2% 5% 7% 1% 1% 233

51% 21% 2% 12% 13% 2% 0% 189

        

61% 23% 2% 5% 8% 1% 1% 828

51% 23%  9% 15%  2% 140

40% 44%  4% 12%   52

60% 21% 1% 7% 9% 1% 1% 934

        

62% 21% 2% 4% 10% 1% 1% 116

58% 20% 1% 6% 13%  1% 110

57% 23% 1% 11% 6%  2% 157

65% 22% 0% 7% 6% 0%  161

57% 24% 2% 6% 10% 0% 0% 337

        

57% 23% 2% 9% 8% 1% 2% 776

60% 23% 1% 3% 11% 1% 2% 221

57% 23% 2% 8% 9% 1% 1% 799

60% 23% 0% 5% 8% 0% 3% 192

        

39% 17% 1% 10% 29% 2% 1% 181

52% 31% 3% 7% 5% 1% 1% 196

65% 24% 2% 4% 4% 0% 1% 214

67% 21% 0% 7% 3% 0% 1% 389

72% 20% 0% 3% 4% 0% 0% 390

52% 31% 2% 8% 7% 1% 1% 400

37% 12% 2% 16% 31% 1% 1% 154

Total

MALE

FEMALE

Sex of respondent

No high school diploma

High school graduate

Some college

College graduate or more

Education

18-29

30-44

45-64

65 and older

Age

Married

Divorced, widowed or
separated

Single

Marital status

White

Non-white

Race of Respondent

Yes

No

Hispanic or Spanish
origin?

Under $20,000

$20,000-$34,999

$35,000-49,999

$50,000-69,999

$70,000 and above

Family income

Higher

Lower

Informed about scientific
discoveries

Higher

Lower

Informed about medical
discoveries

NO, NOT IMPORTANT

SOME

QUITE A BIT

A GREAT DEAL

Religious beliefs provide
guidance in daily life?

Actual Word of God

Word of God but should
not be taken literally

A book written by
men--not Word of God

Which of these
statements comes closest
to your feelings about the
Bible?

PROTESTANT CATHOLIC JEWISH OTHER NONE
DON'T
KNOW

NO
ANSWER

Number
of cases
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