Featured Speakers

Dale Gardner-Fox M.S. RPT

Dale is an assistive technology specialist and a co-founder of the Collaborative Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CCATT) in Northampton, Massachusetts.  She has presented nationally on a range of topics including facilitating movement, accessing technology and specifically on using two-switch scanning.  She has worked in a school environment for more than 30 years first as a physical therapist and then as an AT consultant.  She has also taught at Simmons College and other regional colleges regarding alternative access.

Dan Herlihy 

Dan has been in the education field for over 24 years working in wilderness programs for at-risk students, special education classrooms, as a computer resource specialist, a network administrator, and currently as a private consultant providing training and professional development to school systems as well as being an IntelliTools Training Specialist. He is a national conference presenter on topics ranging from Creating Access on the Fly, Working with High and Low Incidence Disabilities, Creating Access to the Arts and Using Digital Images in the Classroom as a Teaching and Learning Tool and Creating Accessible Test, Quiz and Alternate Assessment Activities. . He has written numerous books and articles on technology integration, as well as producing CD’s of educational activities for students. His expertise is in taking diverse technologies, and connecting them together to provide solutions for access. 

Nancy J. Hogan M.Ed.

Nancy is a high school teacher and member of the assistive technology team for Agawam Public School in Massachusetts. Nancy is also a co-founder of the Collaborative Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CCATT) Center.  She has completed a 6th year degree through the University of Connecticut in Assistive Technology.  Nancy has worked with students who have severe special needs for over 25 years.  She specializes in working with students with communication and access issues.   She has presented at national conferences and lectured at colleges regarding technology in education.  

Dan Keplinger

Dan is an artist, painter and a writer.  He is the subject and writer of the Academy Award-winning documentary King Gimp, which follows Dan's life as he discovers his voice through art. In addition to an Oscar, the film also won a Peabody Award and was nominated for a national Emmy after airing on HBO.  Dan is a national speaker sought out by diverse groups such as federal and state agencies, corporations and disability organizations.

Dr. Caroline Musselwhite, Ed. D., CCC-SLP

Caroline is an assistive technology specialist with more than 30 years of experience working with children and adolescents with severe disabilities in a variety of settings, including Head Start, developmental day programs, and the public schools.  She has also taught courses at several universities, including West Virginia University, and Western Carolina University.  Dr. Musselwhite has authored a number of textbooks and “how-to” books on a range of topics, including Emergent Literacy Success, Communication Programming for Persons with Severe Disabilities, and Reading Activities Project for Older Students (R.A.P.S.).  She has also authored a number of software programs (Write to Talk, Social Scripts) and books (Learning to Work) for youth with disabilities.  She has presented thousands of workshops throughout the world, and is a founding member of the Board of Directors for the International Society for Augmentative and Alternative Communication.  Honors include:  Foundation Fellowship (West Virginia University), Educator of the Year (Association for Retarded Citizens, North Carolina), Honors of the Association (North Carolina Augmentative Communication Association), and DiCarlo Outstanding Clinician Award (North Carolina Speech-Language-Hearing Association). 

Susan L. Stokes, M.A., CCC-SLP

Susan is the Autism Coordinator for Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA) 6. She has specialized in the area of autism spectrum disorder as both a speech/language pathologist and autism consultant for over 20 years. Susan has attended numerous national and international trainings and conferences relating to the field of autism as well as presented at many state and national workshops and conferences. Susan frequently provides trainings related to all aspects of ASD to various groups across the country. She received the Autism Society of Wisconsin’s 2003 state educator award for contributions in the area of “Autism Education and Awareness”. Susan is the author of Autism: Interventions and Strategies for Success, a Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction publication including 6 articles regarding autism spectrum disorder available at: www.cesa7.k12.wi.us/sped/autism/index2.htm
Patricia Walsh-Cassidy M.S. CCC/SLP

Patty is a speech-language pathologist.  She is a co-founder of the Collaborative Center for Assistive Technology and Training (CCATT) at the Hampshire Educational Collaborative in Northampton, Massachusetts.  Patty has worked with students with significant special needs for over 20 years providing augmentative communication and assistive technology support.  She is an adjunct faculty member of the Simmons College graduate school teaching Curricular Modifications Using Augmentative and Alternative Communication.  She has also presented at national conferences and taught at other local colleges regarding augmentative communication and assistive technology.

