Prompt Hierarchy for Communication Cueing

We use cueing to facilitate self-initiated message generation.

· Aided language stimulation: an initial period of aided language stimulation is a facilitation technique in which the facilitator highlights symbols on the augmented speaker’s overlay as the facilitator interacts and communicates while doing the activity. 

After a few sessions of facilitator modeling, we may proceed to prompting the augmented speaker to elicit a message

· Shadow light cueing: a 5 sec. constant or flashing light cue directly on the targeted symbol.  This is the facilitator giving maximum assistance.

· Pause…momentary light cue:  After a few sessions of shadow light cueing, use pause….momentary light cue, thereby giving the student/client the opportunity to generate the appropriate message.

· Prompting:  Some individuals fail to respond after training sessions have been done. Offer prompts from least to maximum assistance.
1. Start with 5 sec. PAUSE  (some clients need longer, some require less)

2. If no response, provide a search light cue (scan the light across the whole array)

3. Proceed to momentary light cue (shine light for a moment, 2 sec on the target message)

4. If still necessary, use constant or flashing light cue (maintain the light on the symbol for a full 5 sec.)

5. Verbal cueing- embedded naturally occurring verbal cues within the shadow light cueing hierarchy.  Comment on the preceding subsequent event thereby heightening the awareness.  Don’t say the targeted message. Don’t say “push that one” or “touch the __”.

6. Light physical touch – sometime a light tap to the elbow will help a client with initiation
7. Physical Assistant cueing ​ hand-under-hand; not hand-over-hand!
Additional Tips:
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Search light cue is NOT necessary if the client is scanning the array looking for his message (has realized and is attempting to communicate, just can’t find it).

· Use lights and not fingers because the light enhances the symbol for viewing, pointing to it covers the symbol

NEVER GIVE UP THE FLASHLIGHT
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