Subject: in-service 

I am doing an in-service Friday morning t staff members at my school. All 74 students are CD and we are really special ed. I am going to be teaching AAC 101 to teachers and assistants. I have plenty of material and plenty of handouts. From the experience among this group, what should I really try to focus on or highlight as part of the in-service? I think one area that I need to focus on is how this is a team effort and that we need to provide multiple opportunities through out each day for students to communicate. Thanks for any ideas, Kim

I think something that speaks to the importance of weaving communication into the student's day is a simple calculation - If you look at the number of waking hours that a typically developing infant is immersed in oral language, hearing the spoken symbol used all around, and s/he doesn't start using that symbol expressively until 12-14 months of age or later; and then you look at the AAC user who is only exposed to his symbols/system 20 minutes twice a week while with the SLP, it will take the AAC user 84 years to have experience commensurate with that typically developing 12-14 month old.. Similarly, we don't consider language to be in its adult form until 9-12 years of age or so (depending on the skill). That means years of practicing using the oral symbol and getting feedback and correction and guidance. If you look again at the AAC user who is only exposed to his system 20 minutes.... etc. it will take 701 years to have exposure commensurate with the typically developing child. It is that old "If you give some one a piano, it doesn't make them a pianist. If you give someone a communication system, it doesn't make them a communicator. Competency takes time! And if it only happens with the SLP, the question becomes will there be enough time to make a difference? ..... something to think about .... don't know if this fits your direction and that is MY 2 cents worth :) 
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