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Other Current Positions: 
 
Principal Investigator and Co-Director of VCU Center for the Study and Prevention of  
  Youth Violence 
Director, Commonwealth Institute for Child and Family Studies 
Director, VCU Autism Center of Virginia 
 
 
Research and Program Development Interests: 
 
Prevention of youth violence; community based systems of care for children with mental 
health problems; community Psychology; development of family focused approaches to 
working with children; organizational development for human service agencies; 
community mobilization in response to youth violence and other critical issues; 
development and promotion of policies responsive to the strengths and needs of children; 
application of evidence-based practices to the prevention and treatment of child and 
adolescent mental health disorders.   
 
 
 
Biography: 
 
For the past 40 years Dr. Cohen has been engaged in research, teaching, program 
development and administration related to improving the quality of life of children and 
families.  He began his career at Syracuse University, serving as the founding director of 
the Institute for Community Psychology, a university based research and technical 
assistance organization created to apply behavioral and social science knowledge and 
methodology to community issues.  He has served in a variety of academic, local 
community and state positions including serving as the Associate Commissioner for 
Planning, Program Development and Policy Analysis for the New York State Office of 
Mental Health.  For the past 20 years he has been a faculty member at the Virginia 
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Commonwealth University, where he directed the Virginia Treatment Center for 
Children, a comprehensive child/adolescent psychiatric hospital located at the VCU 
Medical Center and played a significant role in the development, implementation and 
evaluation of Virginia’s Comprehensive Service Act for At-Risk Youth and Families.  In 
1989, he became the founding director of the Commonwealth Institute for Child and 
Family Studies, the child psychiatry research and community education division of the 
Department of Psychiatry at VCU.  He serves as the Director of VCU’s Autism Center of 
Virginia whose mission is to provide evidence-based service to children with autism and 
their families, conduct research on the etiology and treatment of autism, and educate 
students, parents and professionals on state of the art knowledge related to autism.  Since 
2002 he has been principal investigator and co-director of the VCU Center for the Study 
and Prevention of Youth Violence (CSPYV), one of 10 academic centers with excellence 
for youth violence prevention funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  
CSPYV has worked with elected officials, agency representatives and citizen groups to 
mobilize a comprehensive strategy for preventing youth violence in the City of Richmond 
and has supported and implemented a number of action research projects involving 
collaboration between VCU and Community partners in order to address issues related to 
violence prevention.  Dr. Cohen has served on a number of state and national tasks forces 
including convening on behalf of the National Institute of Mental Health a workgroup to 
develop an action plan for implementing services research within the National Plan for 
Research on Child and Adolescent Mental Disorders.  He has conducted research on the 
practice of requiring parents to relinquish custody in order to obtain services for children 
with mental health disorders and has conducted needs assessments and program 
evaluations for a wide range of community agencies.  His teaching interests include 
community psychology, public policy creating and coping with change in human services 
and organizational development.  He has had faculty positions in the Departments of 
Pediatrics, Psychology, Health Administration and Public Policy, as well as his primary 
appointment in Psychiatry.  In addition to his scientific and professional writing interests 
which include writing/editing five books, he also writes mystery novels.  In 2002 he 
received the VCU Distinguished Service Award. 
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