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NAME 
Brion S. Maher 
eRA COMMONS USER NAME 
maherb 

POSITION TITLE 
Assistant Professor 

EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, and include postdoctoral training.) 

INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE 
(if applicable) YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 

University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA BS 1994 Biological Sciences 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA MS 1997 Human Genetics 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA PhD 2000 Human Genetics 

A. Positions and Honors.  
Research Assistant/Associate, Center for Education and Drug Abuse Research, University of Pittsburgh Medical 

Center, Pittsburgh, PA  1990-1995 
Graduate Student Researcher, Department of Human Genetics, University of Pittsburgh, 1995-2000 
Research Associate, Division of Oral Biology, School of Dental Medicine, University of Pittsburgh, 2000-2002 
Assistant Professor, Center for Craniofacial and Dental Genetics, Univ. of Pittsburgh, 2002-2006 
Assistant Professor, Dept of Psychiat, Virginia Inst for Psychiat and Behav Genet, 2006- 
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C. OTHER SUPPORT 
Active 

R01DA019157-01 Vanyukov (PI) 9-30-04 to 7-31-09  
NIH/NIDA  
“Substance use disorder liability: Candidate Gene Systems”  
The goal of this grant is to evaluate genetic and environmental factors involved in substance abuse and its 
precursors. 
Role: Co-I 
 
1-R01-DE14899 Marazita (PI)  9-30-02 to 9-29-09  
NIH/NIDCR  
“Genetic Factors contributing to oral health disparities in Appalachia” 
The aim of this grant is to perform longitudinal, population-based, oral health assessments of children and their 
care-givers in West Virginia in order to identify factors contributing to the poor oral health seen in this 
population.  Genetic factors will be the particular focus of this project.   
Role:  Co-I. 
 
R01-DE014889-S1 Marazita (PI)  12-01-04 to 05-31-09   
NIH/NIDCR    
“Psychosocial influences on rural children’s Oral Health” 
Role: Co-I 
 
Pending 
R03 DE016632 Maher (PI) 12-1-06 to 11-30-08 
NIH/NIDCR 
“Statistical Genetic Analyses of Orofacial Cleft Families” 
This project seeks to elucidate the contribution of multiple interacting genes to nonsyndromic cleft lip/palate in a 
large international sample of multiplex extended pedigrees.  
 
R01 Michael M. Vanyukov - University of Pittsburgh (PI) 12-1-06 to 11-30-11 
NIH/NIDA 
Gene Systems in Adolescent Female Drug Dependence 
The goal of this project is to evaluate the contribution of specific dopamine system related candidate genes to 
female adolescent onset substance abuse. 
Role: Co-I 
 
R01 Seth Dobrin – Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation (PI) 12-1-06 to 11-30-09 
NIH/NIMH 
Genetic and Genomic Architecture of Bipolar Disorder 
The goal of this project is to identify genomic regions contributing to the risk for Bipolar Disorder in a sample of 
Irish sibpairs and trios. 
Role: Co-I 
 
R01 HD052953-01 Jeffrey C. Murray – University of Iowa (PI) 4-1-2006 to 3-31-2011 
NIH/NICHD    
Identification of Maternal and Fetal Genetic Factors in Preterm Birth  
Role: Co-I  
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