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DATE: June 24, 2009 

 

ADDENDUM NO.  2 

 

 TO ALL OFFERORS: 

 

Reference - Request for Proposals: RFP# 3169901MK 

 

 Commodity/Title: Development of VCU Climate Action Plan 

 Issue Date:     June 5, 2009 

 Proposal Due: June 30, 2009 

 Pre-Proposal Conference: n/a 

 

Additional questions were submitted by Potential Offerors. Answers provided by the 
VCU Evaluation Committee:  
 
Q1. On page 8 of the RFP solicitation, under “Analysis” what are “green fees”? 

 
A1:  “Green fees” are student fees initiated by students that are allocated for campus 
sustainability efforts. Students usually hold a campus-wide referendum the results of which are 
sent to the administration and Board of Visitors for approval.  
 
 
Q2.  Per the Presidents Climate Commitment: 

a. Signatories are required to submit a Climate Action Plan, as well as an 
update of their Greenhouse Gas Inventory, two years from the date of 
signing.  Will the A/E be responsible for the update of the Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory?   
 
A2a. NO 
 

b. Signatories are required to describe how actions will be funded.  Will the 
A/E be responsible for this? 
 
A2b. If a recommended strategy comes with a funding plan yes, if not, then no. 
 

Q3.   a. What existing information/studies will be made available to the A/E?  



 
         A3a. All of those noted below 
 
         b.  For each drawing, can we expect electronic or paper format? 

a. Building plans  
b. Site plans including topography, utilities, boundaries, buildings and site 

features 
c. Transportation study 
d. Parking study 
e. Inventory of existing buildings 
f. Master plan 
g. Other? 

      
       A3b. Electronic 
 
 

Q4.  The RFP (section B1) indicates that “a survey may be required that will include a 
walk-through of select buildings and facilities, including a visual inspection of each of 
the associated systems.  The goal of the survey will be to review and document the 
base operations of each of the VCU facilities for analysis.”  In order to submit a fee 
we would like to know whether the survey is required, and if so, which buildings will 
be included?  Also, please clarify what is meant by “base operations.”  
 
A4.   A firm's understanding of strategies, methods and means to achieve the intent of the 
President's Climate commitment should provide the firm with an understanding of the 
amount of field work, i.e. a survey may be required to support their strategies, methods and 
means. 
 
Q5.     The RFP requires analysis of the following: 

a. “Potential future renewable energy generation projects” – in order to put 
together a fee we would like to know approximately how many potential 
projects we will be analyzing?   

 
A5a. It is part of the selected firm's responsibilities to recommend potential projects, 

and we would expect a selected firm to already be familiar with the various types 
of renewable energy projects.   

 
b.    Does the University have any projects in mind that should be included in 

this analysis?   
 
A5b. The usual, PV, Solar Thermal, etc. 
 
c. “University operations strategies” – what aspects of University operations 

are to be analyzed? 
 
A5c. Those related to helping the university meeting the intent of the President's 

Climate Commitment.  We would expect the selected firm to know what those 
operations are that need to be analyzed. 

 



 
d. “integrated pest management” – does this include buildings as well as 

grounds?  
 
A5d. Yes 

 
Q6. We have assumed that all analysis described in the RFP and all documentation 

required to be submitted in support of the Presidents Climate Commitment will be 
done by the A/E, with faculty, students and the committee providing conceptual 
input.  Is that correct?  

 
A6.  Yes, except where it is more appropriate for the university to prepare the 

documentation. 
 

 
. 

 
 

 

NOTE:  A signed acknowledgment of this addendum must be received by this office 
either prior to the proposal due date and hour or attached to your proposal.  Signature 
of this addendum does not constitute your signature on the original proposal document.  
The original proposal document must also be signed.  
 

Very truly yours, 
 
Mary Lou Kastelberg,  
VCU Senior Buyer 
 
Phone:  (804) 828-0904 
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