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Creating Community Connections 
Audience :  Professionals and family members or other providers of support for people with developmental disabilities.  Any persons interested in learning tools and techniques to establish meaningful connections between members of the community and people who need support 
Background    The Office of Intellectual Disability Supports has participated in a project with the Federal Government’s Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)for the past year to learn what it takes to develop person centered practices throughout the DD system.  The project, sponsored by CMS through its “Real Choice Systems Change Grant”  is being carried out in six states, including Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, Virginia, South Dakota  and Oregon.  Through this Grant, five training workshops are available to support the development of strong community services for people with disabilities as well as for those who provide support to them.  Collectively, these workshops cover the effective gathering of person centered information to contribute to ISP’s, writing effective outcomes, identifying how family/caregiver needs impact a person’s life, and creating strong community connections.  The trainings are designed to be interactive with the audience, and to build skills that strengthen person centered practices. 
Description:  This interactive training will provide information and skill development activities.  Helping people develop their interests, the audience will experience several techniques and tools for determining where a person might start to be connected, and how to plan for the support needed for success.    
What will be learned:  
· Methods for determining opportunities in the community for people to belong and be welcomed. 

· Understanding the difference between attending an event, and belonging to a group;  

· How to move from simply being present, to fully participating in the person’s own community, as he or she would define community.

· Methods for identifying how best to support a person in activities that match their personal interests

· Methods for establishing action plans to identify success
For additional information or for upcoming training session, please contact Dawn Machonis at the Partnership for People with Disabilities at VCU at 804-828-1335 or dmmachonis@vcu.edu. 















