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I.  Guidelines For Safe Chemical Storage. 
 
     A.  Read chemical labels and MSDS for specific storage instructions. 
 
     B.  Store chemicals in a well-ventilated area; however, limit chemical storage in fume hoods. 
 
     C.  Maintain an inventory of all chemicals in storage. 
 
     D.  Return chemical containers to their proper storage location after use. 
 
     E.  Store glass chemical containers so that they are unlikely to be broken. 
 
     F.  Store all hazardous chemicals below eye level. 
 
     G.  Never store hazardous chemicals in a public area or corridor. 
 
II.  Separating Hazardous Chemicals.  In addition to the guidelines above, there are storage 
requirements for separating hazardous chemicals.  Alphabetical storage systems may place 
incompatible chemicals next to each other; therefore, OEHS recommends that chemicals be 
stored according to their hazard class.  The proper hazard classes are:  flammables, corrosives 
(acids and bases should be separated), oxidizers, carcinogens/toxins, water reactive chemicals, 
and pyrophoric chemicals.  Once chemicals are separated into their proper hazard class, they may 
be alphabetized within the class. 
 
III.  Guidelines To Ensure That Hazardous Chemicals Are Stored Safely.  
 
        A.  Separate acids from bases.  Store these chemicals at or near floor level but in any case, 
below eye level. 
 
        B.  Isolate perchloric acid from organic materials.  Do not store perchloric acid on a wooden 
shelf or otherwise allow this acid to come into contact organic materials. 
 
        C.  Separate highly toxic chemicals and carcinogens from all other chemicals.  This storage 
location should have an appropriate warning label and should be locked. 
 
        D.  Separate acids from flammables. 
 
        E.  Do not keep peroxide-forming chemicals longer than twelve months. 
 
        F.  Do not allow picric acid to dry out. 
 
        G.  If flammables need to be chilled, store them in a laboratory-safe refrigerator, not in a 
standard refrigerator. 
 
        H.  Flammables should be stored in a flammable storage cabinet. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


