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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The Virginia Youth Tobacco Projects (VYTP) is a statewide, multi-university effort to advance the prevention and treatment of youth tobacco use and nicotine dependence through an integrated program of basic and applied research. This effort is coordinated by the Institute for Drug and Alcohol Studies (IDAS) at Virginia Commonwealth University, with core funding provided by the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth (VFHY). Participating universities include: The College of William and Mary, George Mason University, James Madison University, University of Virginia, Virginia Commonwealth University, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University and Virginia State University.
The purpose of this announcement is to encourage and facilitate additional analyses of data from the Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey (VYTS) by students and postdoctoral fellows attending Virginia’s public and private colleges and universities. The VYTS is sponsored by the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth, and administered by Virginia Commonwealth University’s Survey and Evaluation Research Laboratory (SERL), with guidance from the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The YTS was designed by the CDC as part of its Youth Tobacco Surveillance and Evaluation System. Currently, YTS is conducted in 50 states and the District of Columbia every other year--an effort that began in the fall of 1999. 
Virginia first participated in 2001 and continued participation in 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2009. The survey is administered to public school students in grades 6 through 12. Students are asked about a variety of tobacco related topics, including: availability of tobacco products, environmental tobacco smoke, tobacco prevention education, tobacco advertisements, and depictions of tobacco in media.  In addition, students are asked about lifetime and current prevalence of asthma, as well as use of an emergency room for asthma-related illness. 
The latest survey was conducted during the 2009-10 school year. A copy of the 2009-10 survey is attached. A total of 3,928 surveys were completed by Virginia’s public school students in grades 6 through 12. Surveys were collected from 2,101 middle school students and 1,827 high school students. Reports on the 2007 and 2009 survey data can be found at: http://www.healthyyouthva.org/vtsf//data/youth-tobacco-survey.asp
For the first time, the VFHY is making this rich data set available to students and postdoctoral fellows for analysis, and to support their thesis, dissertation and publication efforts. In addition, two cash awards in the amount of $500 will be made for the best studies using these data, one for students (undergraduate and graduate) and one for postdoctoral fellows. Awardees will also be invited to present the results of their studies at the Virginia Youth Tobacco Projects’ research conference in the Spring of 2012.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND DATA REQUEST FORM
Those eligible to receive a copy of the VYTS data sets under this announcement are students (undergraduate and graduate) and postdoctoral fellows at any public or private Virginia college or university. A faculty member at the student’s or postdoctoral fellow’s institution must agree to supervise the research.
To receive a copy of the data set, you must complete the attached VYTS Data Request Form and submit a brief (no more than one page) description of the study to be conducted. Requests should be submitted as an e-mail attachment to Dr. J. Randy Koch, VCU Institute for Drug and Alcohol Studies, at the address listed below.

Please note that, due to the sampling frame used for the survey, the data are not representative at the regional, county/city or school levels. Recipients of these data must agree not to report data at these levels.
STUDENT AND POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW AWARDS
Students and postdoctoral fellows from Virginia colleges and universities using the VYTS data for research projects will be eligible to receive an award from the VYTP. To be eligible to receive the award, final reports of the study must be submitted by January 15, 2012. The selection of awardees will be made by a committee consisting of representatives from the VYTP member institutions. Award announcements will be made by February 15, 2012. Final reports must use APA format and be no longer than 25 double-spaced pages (excluding tables/figures and references). 
Results from the analyses of these data will be used to help inform policies and practices regarding the prevention of youth tobacco use in Virginia. Therefore, all students and postdoctoral fellows who request VYTS data for their research are encouraged to prepare and submit a final report of their studies. However, only those who want to be considered for the awards are required to submit a final report by January 15, 2012. 
WHERE TO SEND INQUIRIES AND REQUESTS

J. Randy Koch, Ph.D., Executive Director


Institute for Drug and Alcohol Studies


Virginia Commonwealth University


McGuire Hall, B08C


1112 East Clay Street

P. O. Box 980310

Richmond, VA 23298-0310

Phone: (804) 828-8633

Fax: (804) 828-7862

E-mail: jrkoch@vcu.edu
Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey

Student/Postdoctoral Fellow Data Request Form

	1. TITLE OF PROJECT



	2. STUDENT/POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

Name (Last, First, MI):____________________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ______________________________              
E-mail: ___________________________________



	3. FACULTY SPONSOR

Name (Last, First, MI):____________________________________________________________________________


Mailing Address: 
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ______________________________              
E-mail: ___________________________________



	4. APPLICANT INSTITUTION NAME



	5. The undersigned agree to acknowledge the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth in any publications and reports, and to provide a copy of the publications/reports to the Virginia Youth Tobacco Projects at the address provided below (#6). Due to limits on the representativeness of these data, we further agree not to report data at the regional, county/city or school levels.
Student/Post Doc Signature: ______________________________________

Date: ______________________

As the faculty sponsor, I further agree to supervise and ensure the appropriate conduct of the research.

Faculty Sponsor Signature: _______________________________________
Date: ______________________



	6. J. Randy Koch, Ph.D.
Institute for Drug and Alcohol Studies

Virginia Commonwealth University

P. O. Box 980310

Richmond, VA 23298-0310

Phone: (804) 828-8633

Fax: (804) 828-7862

E-mail: jrkoch@vcu.edu




