Application

VCU Center for Teaching Excellence
Faculty Learning Community (FLC)

Topic: Problem-based learning
August 2007 – May 2008
Due Date: August 17, 2007
Who can apply? 
You may apply to this FLC if you are a full-time collateral, tenure track or tenured faculty member who will be teaching during the 2007 - 2008 academic year.

What will be my responsibilities?  
Participants will meet over a time period of twelve months for learning, discussion, and support as a multidisciplinary and collegial community. Specifically:

· Explore “best current practices” in PBL in the literature in other settings.

· Evaluate “best current practices” PBL in the literature in other settings.

· Devise or revise members’ courses to incorporate PBL.

· Improve the use of PBL in courses where it is already being used.

· Explore methods to disseminate information about problem-based learning throughout VCU.

· Assess the results of the learning community’s efforts. 

· Disseminate information about the FLCs efforts.

· Develop problem-based learning (PBL) as a well-known, well-respected pedagogy at VCU.     

What will I be expected to do?  

· Attend and participate in regular bi-weekly discussions during the 2007-08 academic year. 

· Pursue a scholarly project identified by the Learning Community on some aspect of problem-based learning. 

· Work with your FLC colleagues as they work through their own plans to development and implement problem-based learning. 

· Contribute to a Blackboard community on problem-based learning. 

· Prepare a mid-year progress report and a final report indicating the impact of the community on the program outcomes. 

I. Applicant Profile 

Name  _________________________________________________________

Title  ___________________________________________________________


Department  _____________________
Telephone # _____________________


School   __________________________Email__________________________

Number of years employed as a full time employee at VCU as of August 2007 ________

II. Education
	       Degrees                                 
	Institutions
	Dates

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Continue this list on an additional page if necessary.

III. Professional History

	Positions and/or Ranks                                 
	Institutions   
	Dates

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Continue this list on an additional page if necessary.

IV.  Please complete brief responses to the following statements, numbered and in  the order indicated here.

1. Describe your reasons for wanting to participate in the Problem-Based Learning Faculty Learning Community.
2. Briefly describe the nature of your current teaching responsibilities. 
3. Please describe your background, including your experience and/or education, with problem-based learning. 

4. Identify and describe a class in which you would like to implement, or improve the use of, problem-based learning. 
5. Describe the contributions you would make as a member of this community. 
6. Describe how you plan to use the funding ($1000).
7. Indicate anything else you wish regarding your possible involvement in this faculty learning community.

V.    Please send an electronic copy of your application to cte@vcu.edu and the  original copy with appropriate signatures via campus mail to the Center for  Teaching Excellence, PO Box 842033. 


VI.  Also, please have your department chair indicate their endorsement of your participation by signing this document in the space provided below.
VII. Applicant’s Signature

If I am selected as a participant, I agree to participate fully in the faculty learning community activities and complete reports, projects, and documents as requested.

______________________________________________________________      
Applicant Signature






Date

VIII. Supervisor/Department Chair’s Signature

I endorse the above applicant’s participation in the faculty learning 
community on Problem- Based Learning and will support the implementation of the pedagogical  and scholarly work completed.

________________________________________________________________

  Supervisor/Department Chair



         Date

