Application

VCU Center for Teaching Excellence
Faculty Learning Community (Fall 2009 – Spring 2010)
Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning: Exploring Smart Phones

Purpose and Description

The Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning FLC is offered every academic year to a new cohort of VCU faculty. The topical focus of this FLC changes as compelling technologies are identified for instructional use. The core focus of this FLC is the exploration of instructional practices that take advantage of technology to enhance learning.

The topical focus of the Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning FLC for the 2009-2010 academic year, will be the exploration of the educational use of smart phones. The convergence of mobile devices, computing power and ubiquitous Internet access has resulted in unprecedented learning opportunities that are just beginning to be explored. There has also been considerable advancement in the development of smart phone applications, many of which have interesting educational possibilities. In acknowledging the powerful potential of these conditions, this community will offer members the opportunity to investigate, discuss, implement, and assess the use of smart phone technology to enhance learning both inside and outside of the classroom. 
In order to facilitate focused discussion and inquiry, we are establishing a uniform device to be used by community members.  We will focus on the use of the Apple iPhone platform, and feel that this will create “common ground” for members to share experiences and best practices. In addition, applications for the Apple iPhone platform are plentiful and under continuous development, many with potential educational use.

All members will be required to have an iPhone to participate. FLC funding may be used to help defray the cost of participation, however participants will need to pay for their own iPhone and the data / phone plan.

Activities
Meeting every 2 weeks, members of this community will spend the Fall 2009 semester exploring and designing effective ways to use smart phone technology to enhance teaching and learning. As a group, members will review example uses at other universities, identify instructional needs, explore the use of smart phone applications and discuss ways of assessing educational impact. In addition, each community member will study successful strategies being used by other faculty in their respective field. 
In the Spring 2010 semester, each community member will identify specific applications to incorporate in one of the courses that he or she teaches, and engage in targeted exploration of the impact of these applications / practices on student learning. As a group, the learning community will investigate, discuss, and assess these various approaches. Community members will be expected to share insights, challenges and successes with their departmental colleagues and the wider University community.

Potential exists for this community to make recommendations for the development of VCU-specific proposals and specifications for useful iPhone applications that would be of value to the VCU community.

Eligibility
All full-time tenured, tenure-track or part-time faculty, or a member of the professional staff who is teaching, are eligible to apply for this FLC.
Funding
Each community member will receive a $500 award for professional expenses related to the work of the FLC. 

Community Facilitator

A facilitator from the CTE who is trained in pedagogy and the effective use of instructional technology to support learning will assist the community as they explore this topic. In addition, a staff member from VCU Technology Services staff will also participate in the community as a technical consultant and advisor.
Please complete the following:

	Name
	

	email
	

	Dept. / School
	

	Phone # 
	

	Faculty Status
	


Please list the courses you teach at VCU:

	Course
	No. of Times Taught
	Number of Students

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please provide a short (1 or 2 paragraph) response to each of the following questions:

1. Why do you wish to participate in this faculty learning community?

2. Describe how you currently use technology in your teaching. What uses / practices do you think have the greatest impact on learning?

3. What tentative ideas do you have about using smart phone technology in one of your courses?

4. What are the areas in which you can contribute to the work of the FLC?
5. Describe any experience you have using the iPhone or iPod Touch platform. In addition, please indicate whether you already have an iPhone or plan to purchase one for participation in the FLC.

6. Please share any other questions, thoughts or concerns you wish regarding your possible involvement in this faculty learning community.

Applicant’s Signature

If I am selected as a participant, I agree to participate fully in the faculty learning community activities and complete reports, projects, and documents as requested. I understand that I will:

1) Need to have an iPhone to participate in the FLC.

2) Be personally responsible for purchasing a data / phone plan for the duration of my participation in the FLC.
Print_____________________________________________________________
Sign_____________________________________________________________

Chair’s Signature
I endorse the above applicant’s participation in the faculty/professional learning community on Using Technology to Enhance Teaching and Learning and will support the implementation of the curricular and pedagogical work completed.

Print_____________________________________________________________
Sign_____________________________________________________________

Please send an electronic copy of your application to jsnugent@vcu.edu and the original paper copy with required signatures via campus mail to Jeff Nugent at the Center for Teaching Excellence, PO Box 842015. 
The deadline for applications is 24 April, 2009.

